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Wednesday, January 10, 2024 

Town Council Meeting – Closed Session, 6:00 pm 
 

  CALL TO ORDER 
 

THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL  
 

1. Closed Session: 
a. Motion to call for a Closed Session pursuant to State Government Article §3-305(b)(3), “Closed 

Session”, to consider the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly 
related to the acquisition; and to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice pursuant to Article 
§3-305(b)(7).  

• No Action will be taken on items to be discussed during the Closed Session with 
the Town Attorney. 

ii. Legal Advice: 

• Lease Agreement with 10509 Summit Avenue Ventures, LLC 
iii. Land Acquisition: 

• 10415 Montgomery Avenue 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 
Town Council Meeting – Public Session, 7:00 pm 

 
The Town Council Meeting will be held via the Zoom Video Conferencing application only. 

 
The Council Meeting will begin at 7:00 pm. For those wishing to access the meeting through Zoom, please 
use the following Zoom Video Conferencing link: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86053062173?pwd=OEdPYVpyc29JR050eGVHdkx2R05nUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 860 5306 2173 
Password: 466960 

 

Mayor Tracey Furman 

 Council Member Darin Bartram 

Council Member Nate Engle 
Council Member Conor Crimmins 

Council Member Ann Lichter 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86053062173?pwd=OEdPYVpyc29JR050eGVHdkx2R05nUT09
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Or you may join the meeting by calling: +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) and entering the Meeting ID 
and Password above.  
 

  CALL TO ORDER 
 
                                                                             MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Town Council Meeting Minutes of November 8, 2023 

Special Town Council Meeting Minutes of November 20, 2023 
Closed Session - Town Council Meeting Minutes of December 13, 2023 
Public Session – Town Council Meeting Minutes of December 13, 2023 

 
THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL  

1. The Town of Kensington strongly condemns attacks on our local religious institutions: 
a. Acknowledge the Mayor and Council’s statement following the vandalization of 

Temple Emanuel’s sign featuring the Star of David and support for Israel.  
2. Sign Review Board Variance (10800 Connecticut Avenue): 

a. Discuss providing comment to the Sign Review Board (Montgomery County) for the 
three Sign Variances requested by Equality Builders at 10800 Connecticut Avenue.  

3. PBAS Working Group – Tactical Urbanism Presentation: 
a. Presentation by the PBAS Working Group about Tactical Urbanism, which is a set of 

ideas, methods, and tools that help city governments and community groups work to 
build safer, happier, and more connected neighborhoods. These goals are achieved by 
installing short-term, low-cost pilot projects to test out long-term, permanent 
improvements to the built environment. 

THE TOWN MANAGER AND STAFF 

Updates: 
a. Town Bridge Project 
b. Community Forum on proposed CIP Infrastructure projects. 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, AND REGULATIONS 
(Ordinances, resolutions, and regulations to be introduced or adopted following appropriate procedures required by 

the Town Code; or resolutions that may require discussion by the Mayor and Council prior to approval) 

1. Resolution No. R-01-2024 - A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Town of 
Kensington Authorizing a Contract Agreement with AB Consultants, Inc., to conduct 
a Storm Drain Survey to identify the location of inlets and invert elevations within 
the C-line storm drain network, specific to the scope of work identified within 
EXHIBIT A. 

2. Will require approval by an extra-majority vote of the Town Council 
(waiving advertising procedure). 
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PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
(The public is invited to speak on any subject that is not a topic on tonight’s agenda) 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

(The Mayor and Council may move to close the meeting and may move to reopen the meeting) 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING(S) OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE HELD: 

Council Meeting: Wednesday, February 14, 2024, 7:00 pm 
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Town of Kensington Strongly Condemns Attacks on our local Religious Institutions 

Dear Kensington Community: 

Temple Emanuel’s sign featuring the Star of David and support for Israel was vandalized over the weekend. 
The Montgomery County Police Department (MCPD) has classified this as a hate crime. The Town of 
Kensington strongly condemns attacks on our local religious institutions, including antisemitic attacks that 
are meant to intimidate and alienate Jewish members of our community. 

The Maryland State Police and the Montgomery County Police reported an alarming rise in hate and bias 
incidents in 2022, and that trend has accelerated since October 7, 2023. In Montgomery County, over 90% 
of incidents motivated by bias towards religion were considered anti-Jewish – despite Jewish persons 
making up only 10% of the county’s population. At a time when many are feeling anguish over the war in 
Gaza and Israel, we must not allow anti-Jew, or anti-Muslim, bias and hate incidents to become normalized. 
We call on our community to denounce acts of hate that seek to divide us. 

Almost a year ago we held a community training event at the Kensington Town Hall with the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL) and the Montgomery County Police Department (MCPD). At this event, 
participants learned that when such incidents occur, it is important to immediately report them to the 
police so that they can collect evidence and begin investigations. Specifically, we were advised: 

• If you see something, say something. Always call 911 if you witness a bias or hate incident. 
Even if you are not sure something you see merits reporting (graffiti for example), it is best to 
contact the police so that they can make a determination how to proceed. You never know 
when a small piece of information could prove valuable to an investigation. You should also 
report bias and hate incidents to the ADL using their online reporting tool. 
• Be a good witness. If you do witness a potential bias incident or hate crime occurring, in 
addition to calling 911, do what you can to capture details that will be helpful to law 
enforcement (e.g., time of day, location, make and model of car and license plate numbers, etc.). 
If you have a home or business security camera that could have captured relevant video footage, 
contact the police. 
• If you have any information regarding this latest incident at Temple Emanuel, please contact 
the Montgomery County Police Crime Solvers TIPS line at 1-866-411-TIPS (8477). 

At the training event, we also discussed how we can work together to deter such hateful acts. 

We learned that it is important to confront hate and bias incidents early, otherwise they can escalate into 
more harmful behavior including physical attacks. 

Here are some of the ideas and resources that were shared by participants. 

Mayor Tracey Furman 

 Council Member Darin Bartram 

Council Member Nate Engle 

Council Member Conor Crimmins 

Council Member Ann Lichter 

https://mcac.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2022-Maryland-Hate-Bias-Report.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/pol/Resources/Files/Annual-Reports/BiasIncidents/MCPD%202022%20Annual%20Bias%20Report_02102023_LD_saf.pdf
https://www.adl.org/report-incident
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• Talk with your kids, family members, and others about bias and hate and how it hurts all of 
us. We need to confront bias in early stages so it doesn’t escalate into more harmful activity. 
And, as much as possible, have these conversations in real life, not back and forth online. You 
can find resources online at ADL.org, Not in Our Town.org. Specifically, you might find the 
following guides helpful: 
• Empowering Young People in the Aftermath of Hate: An “evergreen” resource for when 
issues of bias or hate occur. There is suggested language for families and educators based on the 
grade level of the child. 
• Anti-Muslim Bias and Acting As An Ally: This resource explains how to recognize and 
confront bias and how you can increase understanding and show support for Muslim people. 
• Antisemitism Today: This Table Talk is designed for families to discuss current information 
about the state of antisemitism in the U.S. today. 

We must remain vigilant and committed to creating a community that welcomes and supports all people. 
We ask neighbors to have the courage to talk to each other. Please check in with people in our community 
who may be feeling isolated or unsafe because of the rise in hate incidents and harmful rhetoric. Continue 
to build relationships and show up for community events. Our visible strength and connections can help to 
deter those who seek to divide us. 

Mayor Furman and the Kensington Town Council 

 

https://www.adl.org/
https://www.niot.org/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/empowering-young-people-in-the-aftermath-of-hate-in
https://www.adl.org/resources/tools-and-strategies/anti-muslim-bias-and-acting-ally
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/antisemitism-today












Pedestrian and Bicycling Access
and Safety Working Group

Public Art and Tactical Urbanism 
Concept Preview



• Why Tactical Urbanism

• Public Art and Tactical Urbanism

• Candidate Sites

• Next Steps

Agenda



Why Tactical Urbanism?

Tactical Urbanism refers to a city, organizational, and/or citizen-led approach to 
neighborhood building using short-term, low-cost, and scalable interventions to 
catalyze long-term change. Tactical Urbanism projects promote safety for pedestrians 
and bicyclists, help communities reimagine and transform public spaces, and foster 
connection between residents and their community.

Tactical Urbanism projects can help inspire and inform decisions on more long term 
and permanent infrastructure improvements. While meant to be cost-saving  and 
short term, studying the results of tactical urbanism projects can provide valuable data 
on how to further improve a community’s infrastructure.



Why Tactical Urbanism?
• Safety
• Projects can help increase visibility of pedestrian and bicycle paths 

• Projects can alter driver behaviors, such as reducing speed and increasing vehicle 
turning radius

• Reclaiming Spaces
• Projects can transform underutilized public spaces to provide new value to the 

community

• Projects can bring public spaces to life with artwork

• Fostering Community
• Projects can grow a community’s connection with 

its infrastructure through collaboration on projects

• Projects can create popular public areas that bond 
community members 



Why Tactical Urbanism?

Decrease in driver-pedestrian conflicts

Increase in drivers yielding to pedestrians

Decrease in car crashes involving pedestrians 
or cyclists

https://www.bloomberg.org/blog/new-study-shows-streets-are-safer-with-asphalt-art/

25%

27%

50%

Studies show that implementing street art yields:



Public Art and Tactical Urbanism: 
A Natural Fit for Kensington
Nearly 2 dozen commissions works of art in public places 
throughout Town.  Murals and carvings are located in 
parks and on buildings large and small. Tactical Urbanism 
art installations will add to the existing and vibrant art 
scene that is Kensington.

Tactical Urbanism employs 
many art techniques



Tactical Urbanism Tools
●Barrier Elements

○ Flex posts
○ Cones
○ Concrete Barriers
○ Planters
○ Parking Blocks

●Landscaping Elements:
○ Trees, plants

○ Astro turf, sod

○ Street furniture

●Signage:
○ Information signs

○ Traffic signs

○ Path Signs

●Surface Treatments:
○ Traffic Tape
○ Spray chalk
○ Stencils (Homemade/official)
○ Preformed thermoplastic
○ Paint:
■ corn starch
■ Temera
■ Acrylic asphalt

○ Pigment polymer cement
○ Street bond pavement coating
○ Epoxy Gravel



Site Safety Objectives
Reducing time in active roads:
◦ Shortened crosswalk distances

◦ Refuge islands

Slowing traffic:
◦ Raised crosswalks

◦ Narrow roads

◦ Streetscapes

◦ Speed limits

◦ Speed enforcement

Increasing visibility:
◦ Increased signage

◦ New crosswalks

◦ Reflective markers

◦ Added light fixtures

Protection for pedestrians and bicyclists:
o Separated bike lanes and sidewalks

o Physical barriers to protect separation

o Bump outs



● Site Selection Process:
○ PBAS identified  8 potential sites from our Walkability 

Audit for consideration
○ 3 sites selected as finalists based on potential impact

● Key Project Components: 
○ Ability to address existing safety shortfall
○ Community engagement and contribution
○ Opportunity to add Art to the Community

A Public Art and Tactical Urbanism 
Pilot Project



Site Option 1  
Calvert Pl and Kensington Pkwy

Problem Statement: The wide angle of the turn 
from southbound Kensington Parkway going 
onto Calvert Place results in cars speeding 

Opportunity: Slow the traffic turning on to Calvert 
Place and force better awareness onto drivers



Site Option 1 
Calvert Pl and Kensington Pkwy

Recommendation: Use public art to 
reclaim part of Calvert Place and change 
the turn radius. This results in:
● Drivers being required to slow down 

to make the turn on to Calvert Pl
● Drivers are now more aware of their 

surroundings while making the turn
● The reclaimed area is now safer for 

pedestrians

Example of this technique



● Materials: Paint, flex posts, 

● Cost estimate: $5,000-$7,000

● Duration of installation: 6 Months

● Analysis needed: Traffic engineer design review

● Artist Selection: Local Artist

● Community Engagement Strategy: Local 

Neighborhood, Calvert Pl Residences

Implementation: The design would be a public art 
street installation that would carve away part of the 
intersection to create a sharper, more restricted turn 
from Kensington Pkwy on to Calvert Pl. It would 
consist of at least 2 separate installations to allow 
residents to access their driveways.

Site Option 1 
Calvert Pl and Kensington Pkwy



Problem Statement: The sidewalk on the North 
side of Frederick Ave does not extend East 
past The Kensington House, creating a 
dangerous path for pedestrians. This is 
particularly dangerous for children walking to 
Frederick Ave Neighborhood Park. This road is 
used by many commuters cutting through town 
during rush hour (despite the No Left Turn from 
Frederick Ave southbound onto Wake) and is 
very dangerous for pedestrians without a 
sidewalk.

Site Option 2
Frederick Ave from Kensington Pkwy to Wake Dr

Opportunity: Increase pedestrian visibility and 
safety across frequently traveled routes



Recommendation: Use planters and other 
hard barriers to create a protected path on 
the shoulder of Frederick Ave. This results 
in:
● A safe route for pedestrians and 

bicyclists 
● Increase driver awareness of 

pedestrians and bicyclists
● Increase the streetscape’s greenery

Site Option 2
Frederick Ave from Kensington Pkwy to Wake Dr



● Materials: Planters, Paint, Reflective tape, Flexposts, 

Bike rack 

● Cost estimate: $15,000 - $20,000

● Duration of installation: 6-12 months

● Analysis needed: Traffic Engineer Design Review

● Artist Selection: Local Artists

● Community Engagement Strategy: Local 

Neighborhood, Local Apartments

Site Option 2
Frederick Ave from Kensington Pkwy to Wake Dr

Implementation: The design would use planters or other 
hard barriers to create a safe lane for pedestrians and 
bicyclists on the North side of Frederick. Flex posts and 
reflective tape can be used to increased visibility. A bike 
rack will be added to the park’s parking lot. A crosswalk 
will be added going across Frederick Ave connecting 
the sidewalk on the south side to the park.



Site Option 3
Knowles Ave & Detrick Ave

Problem Statement: This section of town is 
rapidly developing and increasing pedestrian 
traffic. The lack of crosswalks across Knowles 
Ave/and Detrick Ave create a difficult intersection 
for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Opportunity: Increase pedestrian visibility and 
safety across frequently traveled routes



Site Option 3
Knowles Ave & Detrick Ave

Recommendation: Use public art to create 
crosswalks and bump outs on Knowles 
and Detrick. This results in:
● Drivers pressured to drive slower 

through intersections
● Sharper turn forces drivers to drive 

slower when turning on to Detrick Ave 
Northbound from Knowles going west 
bound

● Drivers are now more aware of 
pedestrian crossings

● The reclaimed area is now safer for 
pedestrians

Example of this technique



Implementation: The design would include a public art 
street reclamation/large bump-out on the northeast 
corner. Bump-outs would be added on the remaining 
three corners. Lastly it would create a crosswalk on the 
western side across Knowles and a crosswalk across 
the northern side across Detrick. Possible bike rack 
added to the shopping center parking lots.

● Materials: Paint, flex posts, reflective tape, signage, 

Bike rack

● Cost estimate: $15,000-$20,000

● Duration of installation: 6 months

● Analysis needed: Traffic Engineer Design Review, 

SHA Coordination, 

● Artist selection: Local Artists

● Community Engagement: Local Neighborhoods, 

Businesses, Neighborhood Associations 

Site Option 3
Knowles Ave & Detrick Ave



Next Steps

1. Respond to Action items
2. Engagement and Project Plan Development 

a. Engage Art Community
i. Student SSL Project?
ii. Community input

b. Site Design
i. Site Review

c. Vendors and material acquisition 
d. Labor plan
e. Implementation

3. Evaluation 
4. Removal



Discussion

?



 
 

Resolution No. R-01-2024 
                                                                 Adopted: 

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Town of Kensington 

Authorizing a Contract Agreement with AB Consultants, Inc., to conduct a 

Storm Drain Survey to identify the location of inlets and invert elevations 

within the C-line storm drain network, specific to the scope of work 

identified within EXHIBIT A. 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter II, “Government and Administration”, Article 4, 
“Purchasing and Contracts”, Section 2-405, “Professional Services Contracts”, the Council may 
decide by an extra-majority vote (defined as one more than a majority of those present and 
voting) to authorize the Town Manager to enter into negotiated procurement for professional 
services rather than advertise; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Town requested a proposal from AB Consultants, Inc., to conduct a Storm 

Drain Survey to identify the location of inlets and invert elevations within the C-line storm drain 

network, specific to the scope of work identified within EXHIBIT A; and 

 
 WHEREAS, AB Consultants provided a Contract proposal (EXHIBIT A) to the Town for 
surveying services within the scope of work area; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that it is in the public interest to 
authorize the Town Manager to accept the proposal from AB Consultants, Inc., with a contract 
price of $13,798.25, on the terms and conditions as set out in the Consultant Agreement and 
EXHIBIT B. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Town of Kensington, 

Maryland, that the Town Manager be and is hereby authorized to enter into a Contract 

Agreement in substantially the form attached, with a contract price not to exceed $15,000.00, 

with AB Consultants, Inc. 

Adopted by the Town Council this 10th day of January, 2024. 

Effective this 10th day of January, 2024. 

ATTEST: TOWN OF KENSINGTON, MARYLAND 

 
 
By: _________________________    _________________________ 
Susan C. Engels, Clerk – Treasurer          Tracey C. Furman, Mayor 
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