Kensington Around Town
October 2018

Please join us this Halloween for a spooky afternoon of music,
games, food, and fun at the 4th Annual Pumpkin Rock N’
Roll, Saturday, October 27th. Warner Circle Park will be
transformed into a full-blown Halloween extravaganza. Participate in a fun costume contest and parade, and enjoy familyfriendly attractions including festival-style musical performances, food trucks, inflatable rides, and a rock wall. Don’t miss
the main event: The Pumpkin Roll, a derby race of Halloween
pumpkins-turned-boxcars.

CALENDAR
Pumpkin Rock N’ Roll
Sat., Oct. 27th, 12—4 pm
Warner Circle Park

www.PumpkinRocknRoll.com

Halloween
Wed., Oct. 31st
Scary Perry, 55—
—10 pm

Leaf Collection Schedule

Town Council Meeting
Mon., Nov. 5th, 7 pm

The Town will begin our annual leaf collection the week of
November 5th and run through the week of December 10th.
There are no scheduled collection zones, as the Public Works
Crew will monitor each street on a daily basis.

Veterans Day
Mon., Nov. 12th
Town Offices Closed
Town Dance
Wed., Nov. 21st
Info Page 7
Thanksgiving
Thurs., Nov. 22nd
Town Office Closed

Place leaves
to the curb

DO NOT place leaves
in the street

Please do not include grass clippings, mulch, twigs, or small
branches within leaf piles, as this may damage our leaf vacuum.
If your leaf pile contains any materials besides leaves, the Crew
will not collect your pile, and you will be responsible for bagging the leaves on your own.

American Indian
Heritage Day
Fri., Nov. 23rd
Town Offices Closed
Regular Trash will be
collected as scheduled

www.tok.md.gov

Kensington Town Dance . . . Info Page 7

MAYOR TRACEY
Town Permits
3607 Farragut Avenue—Fence
10401 Armory Avenue—ROW
10810 Connecticut Avenue—
Interior

Building Permits—Please be reminded that both a Town and
County permit for any exterior or
interior structural changes are
needed, with the exception of
landscaping and repairs. Historic District properties will also
need a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). Please contact the
Town staff with any questions.

We recently installed new Wayfinding signs
along Connecticut, Armory, Howard, and
Metropolitan Avenues to help direct visitors
to our Historic Business District, along with
other points of interest. Also, you may
have noticed that we
have temporarily removed our
Gateway signs, which are currently being refurbished and will
be back by Thanksgiving.
The ‘I Found it in Kensington’ campaign officially
kicked-off on October 22nd and will run through December. The campaign will include advertising on Ride-On
buses and help promote business within the Town.
Kensington Cabin was recently restored and formally dedicated in
honor of former Mayor Jayne Plank
on October 20th.
Many thanks to Kensington Can! for
organizing the 1st Annual Explore
Kensington Day on October 21st.
SAVE THE DATE . . . Sat., Apr. 6, 2019, as the Town
will be celebrating our 125th Birthday at Town Hall. Additional information will follow.

MAYOR
Tracey Furman
Mayor.Tracey@tok.md.gov
COUNCIL
Darin Bartram
(Mayor Pro-Tem)

Conor Crimmins
Bridget Hill-Zayat
Duane Rollins
Mayor.Council@tok.md.gov

TOWN STAFF & CREW
Sanford W. Daily, Town Manager
SWDaily@tok.md.gov
Matt Hoffman, Asst. Town Manager
MJHoffman@tok.md.gov
Susan Engels, Clerk—Treasurer
Susan.Engels@tok.md.gov
Shirley Watson, Facility Manager/Events
Shirley.Watson@tok.md.gov
Jim Snow and Tom D’Albora, Code Enforcement
Code@tok.md.gov
Jason Swain, Joe Natali, and Pablo Oliva, Public Works
Jamie Simms, Facility Maintenance
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TOWN MINUTES

•
•

•

•

•

Town Council Summary from the
Sept. 10, 2018 Town Council Meeting

observed for Beth Pierce; along with Mary
Donatelli’s father and Rose Starin’s father.

Approved the Town Meeting Minutes
from August 13, 2018.
Held a Courtesy Review for the revised
design plan for the proposed Knowles
Manor Senior Housing development project at 3906 and 3910 Knowles Avenue.
The Mayor and Council will send a letter
to the County Planning Board in support
of the new modified design.
Adopted Annexation Resolution No. AR01-2018 - Authorizing the Annexation to
the Town of Kensington of approximately
12.585 acres of land located adjacent to
the present corporate limits of the Town
located north of the center line of Perry
Avenue to University Boulevard and certain interior and adjacent rights-of-way
therein. The Resolution will take effect
October 26, 2018.
Adopted Annexation Resolution No. AR02-2018 - Adopting an Annexation Plan
for the Annexation of approximately
12.585 acres of land bounded by Perry
Avenue, St. Paul Street, and University
Boulevard West, and certain interior and
adjacent rights-of-way. The Resolution
will take effect October 26, 2018.
Adopted Resolution No. R-15-2018 - A
Resolution of the Mayor and Town Council authorizing a contribution in the
amount of twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000) from the FY 2018-19 Budget to
the Noyes Children's Library Foundation
for restoration and renovations.

3906 and 3910 Knowles Avenue Courtesy
Review
A Courtesy Review was held for the proposed
Knowles Manor Senior Housing development
project at 3906/3910 Knowles Avenue.

September 10, 2018—Mayor Furman; Council Members Bartram, Crimmins, and Rollins;
Town Manager Daily; Assistant Town Manager Hoffman; and Clerk-Treasurer Engels
were present. Council Member Hill-Zayat was
necessarily absent. The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited and a moment of silence was

TJ Monahan, Chair of the Development Review Board (DRB), stated that the Developers
have shown a strong desire and willingness to
work within the parameters of the Kensington
Sector Plan. Mr. Monahan noted that the DRB
has sent a letter to the Mayor and Council in
support of the project, which has taken significant steps to address previously stated
concerns with regards to on-site parking, excessive height, and proposed circulation of
traffic along neighboring streets.
The Knowles Manor Development Team
(Don and Michael Tucker) presented design
changes, which included: 1) scaling the building height back to below 60 feet; 2) reducing
the total number of units from 123 to 94; 3)
provide a 1:2 parking ratio; 3) double the
number of visitor spaces from five to ten; 4)
install a traffic mitigation and transit screen
within the building; 5) provide a ride share
van; 6) and will work with the Town and State
on placing appropriate traffic restriction signage.
Mr. Tucker was asked about emergency apparatus and if they would have enough room to
park during medical emergencies. Mr. Tucker
explained that the lay-by-lane, along with the
driveway, would provide enough access for an
ambulance or fire apparatus.
Council Members Bartram and Crimmins
noted that emergency vehicles will stop where
appropriate and take into consideration the
aforementioned emergency and safety.
PAGE 3 OCTOBER 2018

TOWN MINUTES
Council Member Rollins asked about long
term capital improvements to the property.

project was many years away and that the intersection is already failing.

Mr. Tucker confirmed that the property will
have a reserve account to fund future capital
improvement projects.

Ruth Hoffman asked about the estimated time
frame for the project to be completed and construction traffic.

Jack Gaffey questioned whether their traffic
counts include shopping trips and questioned
how the property should be accessed from
northbound Connecticut Avenue.

Mr. Tucker stated that the project will take
roughly 15 months and the construction contractors will be required to follow a certain
traffic control plan.

Mr. Tucker explained that their traffic counts
include all possible trips, and that they propose northbound Connecticut Avenue traffic
to access the facility be turning west on Howard Avenue, and then south on either Detrick
or Summit Avenue to reach Knowles Avenue.

Pete Pickard questioned the load limit for the
Summit Avenue bridge over the CSX tracks.

Talia Elkin stated that she appreciated the
changes to the plan and questioned how the
Town plans to address traffic concerns at the
intersection of Connecticut and Knowles,
along with syncing the traffic signals.
Mayor Furman stated that a traffic count will
be completed prior to and after the development to determine the impact; and that the
Town’s support of the proposed Summit Avenue extension project, along with continued
enforcement of existing traffic regulations,
will help alleviate some congestion at the intersection. Mayor Furman noted that the
County’s Department of Transportation oversees traffic signals.
Council Member Bartram stated that the Traffic Committee will continue to address cut
thru traffic concerns as it arises.
Joe Campbell questioned whether the Council
was supporting the development project that
evening and suggested that the traffic data be
completed before voting on this matter to
make a more informed decision. Mr. Campbell also stated that the Summit Avenue

Council Member Crimmins stated that he appreciated the revisions that the developers
made to address the Town’s concerns, and is
in support of the project.
Council Member Rollins stated that the project does not impact the Town’s school district.
Council Member Bartram noted that the revisions brought the height of the project below
the Sector Plan height limit, and the plan now
meets parking requirements without a waiver,
and is a great precedent for future development by abiding by our Sector Plan, and that
he supports the project.
The Mayor and Council concurred to send a
letter of support for the proposed Knowles
Manor project to Troy Leftwich, Montgomery
County Planner.
Mayor Furman stated that County Planning
will hold a public hearing on the proposed
project on Thursday, October 11th, where residents may testify in person, or they may send
written testimony directly to Montgomery
County Planning.
From the Mayor and Town Council
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The Mayor and Council thanked the Town
staff, along with the Parade and Festival Coordinators, for another wonderful Labor Day
Parade and Festival.

Council Member Rollins will ensure that there
are recycling containers for Food Truck Night
and will talk with the new owners of the
Metal Works property about maintenance.

Council Member Bartram attended the County
Planning Board Hearing with Town Manager
Daily with regards to the proposed Summit
Avenue Extension project, and noted that the
Planning Board unanimously supported the
proposed extension (L1), which would extend
Summit Avenue through Farragut Avenue to
Connecticut Avenue.

Joe Campbell thanked the Town and staff for
a festive and successful Labor Day Parade and
Festival.

Council Member Crimmins stated that the
Train Show was a wonderful family event
once again, and thanked Diane and Gary Ditto
for sponsoring the event, which benefits the
Noyes Children’s Library Foundation; and
congratulated Jen Beaudet for winning the
Bertha Clum Award at Paint the Town 2018.
Mayor Furman reminded the Council that the
Kensington 8K Race will be held September
22nd, and benefits our local PTA’s, in addition
to Silver Creek Middle School; noted that Opera in the Park will be held on September
22nd, 5:30 - 7:30 pm, at Warner Circle Park;
and announced the upcoming MML Chapter
meetings on September 20th and October 18th.
Council Member Rollins asked about a number of concrete repairs on the north side.
Town Manager Daily stated that he would
check with the Town’s contractor for a definitive date.
Public Appearances
Jack Gaffey thanked the Town and staff for
the Labor Day Parade.
Leslie Olson reminded the Town about recycling during community events; and noted
that the area where Metal Works is located
was in need of property maintenance.

Ordinances, Resolutions, Regulations
Annexation Resolution No. AR-01-2018 –
Amended Annexation Resolution No. AR-012018 authorizing the annexation to the Town
of Kensington approximately 12.585 acres of
land located adjacent to the present corporate
limits of the Town located north of the center
line of Perry Avenue to University Boulevard
and certain interior and adjacent rights-of-way
therein was presented. See Council Actions.
Annexation Resolution No. AR-02-2018 –
Annexation Resolution No. AR-02-2018
adopting an Annexation Plan for the annexation of approximately 12.585 acres of land
bounded by Perry Avenue, St. Paul Street, and
University Boulevard West and certain interior and adjacent rights-of-way was presented.
See Council Actions.
Town Manager Daily stated public comment
was received from Mark Charlton regarding
grandfathering in the side yard setback requirement on August 23rd, and that a waiver
could be created or he would have to comply
with our side yard requirements. Mr. Daily
also noted that County Planning voted to support the proposed Annexation.
Council Member Bartram stated the importance of the Town’s setback requirements and
that all properties should be held to the same
standard, as it promotes green space. Mr. Bartram also noted that the Town Code does allow for a 650 square foot addition as an exception, and the Town also offers a variance
process for peculiar situations.
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Council Member Crimmins agreed with of Kensington of approximately 12.585 acres
Council Member Bartram’s assessment.
of land located adjacent to the present corporate limits of the Town located north of the
Mr. Daily suggested that the Annexation center line of Perry Avenue to University
Resolutions take effect October 26th, unless Boulevard and certain interior and adjacent
rights-of-way therein with an effective date of
the Town receives a petition for referendum.
October 26, 2018. The motion passed unaniResolution No. R-15-2018 – A Resolution mously.
authorizing a contribution in the amount of
twenty-five thousand dollars from the FY2018 Council Member Bartram moved to adopt An-19 budget to the Noyes Children’s Library nexation Resolution No. AR-02-2018 AdoptFoundation for Restoration and Renovations ing an Annexation Plan for the Annexation of
was presented. See Council Actions.
approximately 12.585 acres of land bounded
by Perry Avenue, St. Paul Street, and UniverDiana Ditto, co-President of the Noyes Chil- sity Boulevard West, and certain interior and
dren’s Library Foundation, thanked the Town adjacent rights-of-way with an effective date of
for their support and noted that they had re- October 26, 2018.The motion passed unaniceived a $100,000 bond bill from State of mously.
Maryland, which they have approximately
$30,000 left to match Once the $30,000 has Council Member Crimmins moved to adopt
been raised, Noyes will have raised $750,000 Resolution No. R-15-2018 to authorize a contribution in the amount of twenty-five thousand
of their $1,600,000 goal.
dollars from the FY2018-19 Budget to the
Leslie Olson questioned whether the Develop- Noyes Children’s Library Foundation for Resment Review Board had reviewed the Noyes toration and Renovations. The motion passed
Library plans, as the cost estimates for the unanimously.
project of $3.1 million seems excessive.
Council Member Bartram moved to adjourn
Mayor Furman noted that Montgomery the Town Meeting at 8:28 pm. The motion
County will review the project plans for passed unanimously.
Noyes Library, as the Development Review
***
Board is intended for redevelopment projects.
Ms. Ditto clarified that the project requires a
large contingency for oversight, which adds
about $700,000 towards the project estimates.
Council Actions
Council Member Crimmins moved to approve
the Town Meeting Minutes from August 13,
2018. The motion passed unanimously.

ARCHIVED MINUTES . . .
Complete Minutes, along with an audio recording from past meetings are available on
the Town’s website at the following link:
https://tok.md.gov/town-government/councilminutes-recordings/

Council Member Bartram moved to adopt
Amended Annexation Resolution No. AR-012018 Authorizing the Annexation to the Town
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COMMUNITY
15th Annual
Kensington Town Dance
Please join the Town,
along with The Nighthawks, for the 15th Annual Kensington Town
Dance to benefit Bethesda
Help and the 20895 Hunger Free Zone. Tickets are $10 at the door,
along with a donation of non-perishable food
items and/or a $10 Giant/Safeway Gift Card.
Wed., Nov 21st, 7 pm—11 pm
Please bring your own non-alcoholic beverages and snacks to the event.

When It Snows . . .
The Town requires all of its
residents and businesses
to clear a path on the sidewalk in front of their property within 24 hours of
each snow fall.
If a path has not been cleared within 24
hours, a notice will be sent to the resident or
business reminding them it needs to be
done. If a path still has not been cleared
within 24 hours of the notice, a citation will
be issued—$65 for residential and $195 for
businesses. Businesses are reminded NOT to
pile the snow at sidewalk corners or block
pedestrian right-of-ways.
Exceptions: residential sidewalks located on
Conn., Summit and Knowles Avenues will be
cleared by the Town.
If you are traveling during the winter
months, please make arrangements before
leaving to have someone clear your sidewalk.

Sweeney Todd, an unjustly exiled barber, returns to nineteenth century London, seeking
vengeance against the lecherous judge who
framed him and ravaged his young wife. The
road to revenge leads Todd to Mrs. Lovett, a
resourceful proprietress of a failing pie shop,
above which, he opens a new barber practice.
Mrs. Lovett’s luck sharply shifts when Todd’s
thirst for blood inspires the a new ingredient
into her meat pies that has the people of London lining up… and the carnage has only just
begun!

PERFORMANCE DATES
October: 26, 27
November: 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 16, 17
Fri. & Sat. 8:15 pm | Sun. 2:00 pm
TICKETS
Adults $27 | Seniors/Students $22 |
Children/Kensington Residents $19

www.katonline.org
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