Kensington Around Town
December 2018
The Town’s annual Menorah Lighting will be
held on Sunday, December 2nd, 5:00 pm. Music, cider, and cookies will be provided for all.
In addition, the organizers of the event will be
accepting donations this year for the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), which helps
place refugees from around the world.
The Town’s annual Christmas Tree Lighting
will be held on Sunday, December 2nd, 7:00 pm.
The Kensington Volunteer
Fire Department
(KVFD), along with Santa Claus, will arrive at
7:15 pm. Music, cider, and cookies will be provided for all.

CALENDAR
Annexation Referendum
Sat., Dec. 1st,
9 am—12 noon
Info Page 6

Menorah Lighting
Sun., Dec. 2nd, 5 pm
Town Hall
Christmas Tree Lighting
Sun., Dec. 2nd, 7 pm
Town Hall
Audit Committee Meeting
Mon., Dec. 10th, 6:00 pm
Town Council Meeting
Mon., Dec. 10th, 7:00 pm
The Town is once again a Toys-for-Tots drop-off location this
holiday season. We ask that you please consider donating a new
unwrapped toy by Monday, December 17th.
Donation hours are 8:00 am– 4:00 pm
Monday through Friday until December 17th
We will be accepting toy donations during both the Christmas
Tree and Menorah Lighting ceremonies.
www.ToysForTots.org

Christmas
Town Offices Closed
Tues., Dec. 25th
Town Offices will close at 12
noon on Christmas Eve

New Year’s Day
Town Offices Closed
Tues., Jan. 1st
Town Offices will close at 12
noon on New Year’s eve

www.tok.md.gov
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MAYOR TRACEY
Town Permits
3940 Washington Street—
Dumpster
3710 Mitchell Street—Verizon
10315 Detrick Avenue—Addition
10509 Metropolitan Avenue—Sign
(A-frame)
10414 Detrick Avenue—Sign
(Verizon)
3419 Dupont Avenue—Fence
3607 Farragut Avnue—Deck

Building Permits—Please be reminded that both a Town and
County permit for any exterior or
interior structural changes are
needed, with the exception of
landscaping and repairs. Historic District properties will also
need a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP). Please contact the
Town staff with any questions.

MAYOR
Tracey Furman
Mayor.Tracey@tok.md.gov
COUNCIL
Darin Bartram
(Mayor Pro-Tem)

Conor Crimmins
Bridget Hill-Zayat
Duane Rollins
Mayor.Council@tok.md.gov

Aside from Safeway and Strosniders, when was the last
time you shopped local? With a thriving business district,
along with a new bakery (Metropolitan Avenue) and
Knowles Station set to open in early 2019, we are very
fortunate to have so many local shopping options.
In fact, if you have not had the chance to ‘Explore’ Kensington’s businesses of late, I would encourage all to attend Antique Row’s annual Holiday Open House on Friday, December 7th. Although still famous for antiques,
Howard Avenue has become quite eclectic these last few
years, encompassing women’s apparel, gifts, home décor
and art, vintage clothes and furnishings, along with consignment and repurposed furniture. This would be a great
opportunity to enjoy the business community’s warm hospitality this holiday season.
Our local businesses are not just along Howard Avenue, as
great holiday gifts may be found at one of our newest
shops, Tumbleweed, located within the Kensington Shopping Center; along with The Oak and La Maison de Laurette located on Metropolitan Avenue.
With many unique shopping, dining, and services right
here in Kensington, please visit ExploreKensington.com
to see what our business community has to offer.

TOWN STAFF & CREW
Sanford W. Daily, Town Manager
SWDaily@tok.md.gov
Matt Hoffman, Asst. Town Manager
MJHoffman@tok.md.gov
Susan Engels, Clerk—Treasurer
Susan.Engels@tok.md.gov
Shirley Watson, Facility Manager/Events
Shirley.Watson@tok.md.gov
Jim Snow and Tom D’Albora, Code Enforcement
Code@tok.md.gov
Jason Swain, Joe Natali, and Pablo Oliva, Public Works
Jamie Simms, Facility Maintenance

PAGE 2 DECEMBER 2018

TOWN MINUTES
Town Council Summary from the Oct. 8,
2018 Town Council Meeting
• Approved the Town Meeting Minutes
from September 10, 2018.
• Solera Reserve Kensington (10540 Metropolitan Avenue) presented a design revision following recommendations from the
Historic Preservation Commission and
Planning Board.
• Approved sending a letter opposing the
special exception request by 1784 Capital
Holdings for the proposed self storage and
retail project at 10619 Connecticut Avenue.
October 8, 2018—Mayor Furman; Council
Member Bartram, Crimmins, Hill-Zayat, and
Rollins; Town Manager Daily; Assistant
Town Manager Hoffman; and ClerkTreasurer Engels were present. The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited and a moment of silence was observed for Liz Mansfield and
Beth Pierce.

structures. Mr. Sperry noted that there will be
two additional meetings with HPC and one
with the Planning Board in December, and that
they still plan to begin the project in the first
part of 2019.
Sharon Scott supported the design, but questioned whether the depicted site plan was to
scale, as the street and sidewalks appeared
wider than they currently exist.
Mayor Furman stated that the building will be
required to be setback and additional right-ofway will be dedicated to allow for the wider
street and sidewalks.
Mayor Furman and the Council thanked Solera
for presenting the revised plan and that they,
along with the Development Review Board
(DRB), were highly supportive of the project
and appreciative of their efforts to preserve the
existing historical structures. The Town will
send a letter in support of the revised project
plans to both the HPC and the Planning Board.

The Town Meeting Minutes from September From the Mayor and Town Council
10, 2018 were reviewed and approved. Grammatical errors were noted and corrected. See 1784 Capital Holdings, 10619 Connecticut
Council Actions.
Avenue
10540 Metropolitan Avenue Design Revi- Council Member Crimmins reported that the
sions
Development Review Board (DRB) met to
review the plans for the proposed self storage
Solera Reserve Kensington presented a design facility by 1784 Capital Holdings for 10619
revision for the proposed project at 10540 Connecticut Avenue. The project is a condiMetropolitan Avenue following recommenda- tional use within the zoning table and Mr.
tions from the Historic Preservation Commis- Crimmins noted that the DRB was disappointsion (HPC) and Planning Board.
ed that the project only consisted of 3,607
square feet of retail and 138,000 square feet of
Kevin Sperry, Antunovich Associates, stated storage; the DRB also took issue with the prothat the design changes were incorporated to posed elevation and that prior feedback from
reduce the massing of the building, which in- the DRB did not appear to be taken into concluded additional brick, and a stepped down sideration.
approach towards the existing historic structures to separate the top two stories of the Council Member Bartram stated that the propbuilding from the bottom three stories. The erty has challenges to incorporate a commerrevised plan also has a more industrial look to cial/residential use; however, if a developer
parallel a train station with arched windows, were to present a project with a primary use of
and will move the corridor to help against the retail and a secondary use as self storage, he
visual impact it has against the historic
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further.
Council Member Crimmins noted that the
Town already has two existing self storage
facilities within the general proximity of
10619 Connecticut Avenue.
Council Member Rollins stated that the proposed project does not envision the spirit of
the Sector Plan and should be opposed as a
conditional use.
Mayor Furman noted that it may take some
time for an appropriate project to come along
and that the risk is that a by-right project may
not be want the Town wants either.
Council Member Bartram noted that with the
shortage of affordable and senior housing
within the County, and with retail uses not
financially conceivable at this property, the
Town may see more affordable and senior
housing than the Sector Plan envisioned. Mr.
Bartram noted that he does not support the
project as currently proposed.

Mayor Furman noted that the current owner
of the property also owns the adjacent property and was looking to attach an easement to
the property to allow access between Metropolitan and Connecticut Avenues.
Tim Weir asked about the mix of affordable
housing that the County is looking for with
future development projects and suggested
that the Town is in need of additional restaurants.
Council Member Bartram stated that affordable housing could be as much as 90 or 95 percent as with the Knowles Manor project, and
although it is needed, the Sector Plan envisioned a wider diversity of housing.
Helen Wilkes stated that she agreed with the
Council’s position on the project and that the
location is a major crossroads and has a significant impact on the community. Ms.
Wilkes also noted that the existing garage is a
mid-century structure, which is a ‘rising-tide’

within the historic preservation movement
and may be renovated to accommodate a restaurant.
Sharon Scott stated that she was not supportive of a self storage facility for the location
and asked if a right turn only lane along
northbound Connecticut Avenue prior to Plyers Mill Road could be designed before any
future development.
Pete Fosselman stated that he does not support the proposal for the self storage facility
and reminded the Council of Article 28,
which requires the Planning Board to have a
supermajority when opposing the Town on
development projects; he also noted the Urban Land Institute study emphasized apartments, condos, townhomes, and mixed use for
this specific location and believed that the
property was too small for a restaurant; and
suggested that Montgomery Planning conduct
a workshop for the Council and public to provide a refresh of the Sector Plan and Design
Guidelines.

Mayor Furman stated that the Town has already arranged for a meeting between the
Planning Department and the DRB, and that
the Town is aware of Article 28.
Council Member Rollins asked Mr. Fosselman if the Town had any recourse if a developer proposed a by-right project.
Mr. Fosselman stated that there is not much
the Town can do if the project is by-right;
however, this is why meeting with the developers in advance is important.

Council Member Bartram suggested communicating with the developers first verbally
to express our opposition to the project and
then send a letter to the County Council.
The Council discussed the process to express
their opposition and concluded to send a letter
in opposition of the project to the County
Council. See Council Actions.
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Knowles Station Townhouses
Mayor Furman stated that there was a community meeting regarding the Knowles Station Townhome project and that she was generally supportive of the project; however,
there were a few concerns with regards to
products and design following the meeting.
Summit Avenue Extension
Council Member Bartram reported that he and
Mayor Furman met with Nancy Floreen to
discuss the Summit Avenue extension project
and that she was fully supportive. The County
will discuss continued funding for the project
on October 11th.
Tim Weir asked if there has ever been consideration in moving the Kensington Volunteer
Fire Department and suggested it be discussed.
Mayor Furman stated that the fire station
would not need to be moved for the Summit
Avenue extension project; and that neither the
State Highway Administration or MCDOT
recommend relocating the station following
their Connecticut Avenue analysis study.
Peter Bartram asked about any future development plans at the Kaiser property located at
Knowles and Summit Avenues.
Town Manager Daily stated that he spoke
with Kaiser Permanente recently and that they
plan on using the facility again in the near future.
Dr. Cooper clarified that the Planning Board
unanimously approved the Summit Avenue
extension project and asked about the funding
and timetable for the next phase; whether Ms.
Floreen’s support would speed up the project,
and stated that there will be further congestion
along Knowles Avenue because the Knowles
Manor project will be completed before the
extension is built; and also questioned the
proposed egress and ingress on Knowles Avenue for the Kensington Station Townhome
project.

Council Member Bartram stated that the
County has multiple funding stages for the
Summit Avenue extension, and that the initial
study phase has been funded and completed.
Mr. Bartram noted that the continued development in Bethesda and Wheaton will have a
much greater impact on our traffic than the
Knowles Manor project and reiterated the importance of having our elected officials at the
State and County level support the Summit
Avenue project.
Jen Beaudet stated that she supports the extension of Summit Avenue and recalled from
a previous meeting that by the time the project is completed, it may only alleviate congestion to current levels; and emphasized the
importance of improving pedestrian safety at
University Boulevard and suggested coordinating this with the Summit Avenue extension
project.
Todd Frankel noted the importance of improving sidewalks and crosswalks for pedestrians.

From the Town Manager and Staff
Town Manager Daily stated that the engineering plans for the Detrick Avenue resurfacing
and gutter installation project will begin later
this fall and the cost is approximately
$80,000.
Tim Weir suggested additional police or traffic controls should be considered to help with
pedestrian safety and also noted that the trees
along Lexington Street needed to be elevated.
Council Member Rollins noted that there are
several intersections where crosswalks are not
crosshatched and noted the appearance of
3501 Dupont Avenue.
Council Member Bartram reported that the
Traffic Committee will convene on Wednesday evening, beginning at 7:30 pm.
Helen Wilkes requested that a Greenscape
Committee meeting be called to address
PAGE 5 DECEMBER 2018

TOWN MINUTES
certain vegetation issues over sidewalks.
Mayor Furman noted that Explore Kensington
Day will be held on October 21st and that the
“I Found it in Kensington” advertising campaign will begin on October 22nd; the Mayor
also thanked the business community for their
generous support in helping fund the advertising.

for the conditional use at 10619 Connecticut
Avenue to the County Council. The motion
passed unanimously.
Council Member Bartram moved to adjourn
the Town Meeting at 9:08 pm. The motion
passed unanimously.
***

campaign, which will include advertising on
Annexation Referendum
social media and on Ride-On buses; and noted
that new wayfinder signs will be installed and Please take notice that on SATURDAY, DEthat the Town is currently refurbishing the CEMBER 1, 2018, BETWEEN THE HOURS
gateway signs.
OF 9 AM and 12 PM, the Mayor and Council
of the Town of Kensington will conduct an
Public Appearances
annexation referendum election Adopting ANNEXATION RESOLUTION AR-01-2018,
Pete Fosselman stated that he sent an email to which enlarges the boundaries of the Town of
the Town to address multiple violations and Kensington by annexing approximately 12.585
the lack of code enforcement, specifically acres of land bounded by St. Paul Street, Uniwith the placement of banners at commercial versity Boulevard and Perry Avenue. The elecproperties; and questioned if there was an en- tion will submit ANNEXATION RESOLUforcement issue with respect to the Code.
TION AR-01-2018 to referendum by the regisMayor Furman confirmed that they received tered voters who reside in this annexation area.
the email and that the Code Enforcement Of- The election will be held in the right-of-way
ficers are currently working through the list; near the intersection of Madison Street and St.
and noted that the Council will be discussing Paul Street, in front of 10728 St. Paul Street,
Kensington, MD 20895. Annexation area resamendments to our sign regulations.
idents who are registered to vote in MontgomHelen Wilkes stated that she has increasingly ery County elections as of October 25, 2018
noticed vehicles parked the wrong direction are entitled to vote in this referendum elecon her street, and asked if the Town could tion.
send out a reminder in the Around Town
Copies of Annexation Resolution AR-01-2018
Journal.
and all attachments thereto, including a full
Council Member Bartram and Town Manager and complete metes and bounds description of
Daily both noted that this has not been a focus the land to be annexed, and the Annexation
of priority for the Code Enforcement Officers, Plan, may be reviewed or obtained in the
and that it will be addressed by the Traffic Town Clerk-Treasurer’s office at the Kensington municipal building located at 3710 MitchCommittee.
ell Street, Kensington, MD 20895 between
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. or by mail at the above
Council Actions
address, Attention: Susan Engels, ClerkCouncil Member Rollins moved to approve Treasurer. These documents can also be found
the Town Meeting Minutes from September on Town Website at the following:
10, 2018. The motion passed unanimously.
https://tok.md.gov/town-government/
Council Member Hill-Zayat moved to send a
annexation/
letter opposing the special exception request
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COMMUNITY
Save the Date!
The Town of Kensington’s 125th
Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, April 6, 2019, 7—11 pm
Cocktail Attire
Heavy Hors d’oeuvres, Drinks, Live
Band, and Dancing
Formal Invitation to Follow
...There’s No Place Like Home!

When It Snows . . .

The Town requires all of our
residents and businesses to
clear a path on the sidewalk
in front of their property
within 24 hours of each
snow fall.
If a path has not been cleared within 24 hours,
a notice will be sent to the resident or business reminding them that the sidewalk needs
to be cleared. If a path has not been cleared
within 24 hours of the notice, a municipal infraction will be issued—$65 for residential
and $195 for businesses. Please do not pile
snow blocking pedestrian walkways at intersections.
Exceptions: residential sidewalks located on
Connecticut, Knowles, and Summit Avenues
will be cleared by the Town.
If you are traveling during the winter months,
please make arrangements before leaving to
have someone clear your sidewalk.

PERFORMANCE DATES
November: 30th
December: 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, and 16th
Thurs., & Fri. 8:0 pm | Sat. 7:15 pm |
Sun. & Matinees 1:30 pm
TICKETS
Adults $24 | Children $12
www.BritishPlayers.org
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3710 Mitchell Street Kensington, MD 20895
Office: 301.949.2424 www.tok.md.gov

To:

