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Kensington

Around Town

January/February 2012

Mayor Fosselman’s Report

T attended the Make Some Noyes fund-
A raiser party for the Noyes Children’s Li-
brary on Saturday, January 215t Very
large turnout - hoth adults and kids.
Thanks to all of the volunteers who
helped with the event.
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The Kensington Farmers’ Market has been voted one |
of the best Farmers Markets by the readers of I
Bethesda Magazine. Thanks Lo Shirley Watson, lor- |
mer Council Member Mary Donatelli, the vendors and I
public relations firm Maiecr Warner for their contin-
ued afforts. :
Pleasc let the stall know about any winter potholes in |
the Town as well as any prohibited commercial signs. |
You may call 301.919.2424 or email Mail Tloffman at |
mjhoffman@tok.md.gov. |

The new parking lot on Metropolitan Avenue, bult for
shoppers, 1s still being monitored by Lthe staff to get a
| fecl for the demand in use: commuter vs. retail shop-
| pers.
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to be installed. The Crew only decoraled a few imi-
tially to see how they would Iook. The lights are in-
tended to add a sense of livelihood as well as safoty I
for cvening activilies. I

|
j The street tree lights along Howard Avenue continue
I
I

I The Town received word that our lunding request 1
[ from the State lor a new tennis court at St. Paul Park I
| has made the final selection process. Il chosen we i
j could receive up to $85K for construction. |
\ I
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MAYOR FOSSELMAN'S REPORT (conT”)

--————_-—————H“———_—“——————‘

I would like to thank the Audit Committee, consisting of Jeff Capron, Leslic
Olson, and Kerry Thompson, for their continued service to the Town.

We have learned about a Federal, State and Loeal grant program for [lood
prone areas and it appears Silver Creek fits the description. The program is
called the Hazard Mitigation Plan and Kensington 1s applying. Estimaled
costs to repair the flooding 1ssues are $2 million dollars.

Regret to report the Town lost two more businesses: Curves Fitness on Con-
necticut Avenue and Itsy Bitsy Bakery on Armory Avenue.

County Council will conduct another PHED Committee meeling on Monday,
February 6t al 2pm to continue discussions on our Sector Plan. The meet-
ings are open (o the public, but testimony will not be taken.
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New Crew Member Jason Swain took over as the Town's Crew Chief last fall |
and he has proven to be a great addition to the team. Many of you know Ja- I
son from his former landscaping and lawn service business or his incredible I
avtwork, TTis Australian accent and sense of humor bring a smile (o folks’ !
faces. The Crew has become more efficient and able (o eateh up on long over- |
due maintenance. Please say hello to Jason or the other threc members: Ja- |
mie, Rick, and James. I
I
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The Kensington Arts Theatre is entering their 10 year and will be kicking
off the season with “Sunday in the Park with George” on February 107
through March 3rd. For information please go to their website! httpi//
katonline.org/ or call 206.888.6642.

The 8rd Thursday Night Out has been a great sucecess and will be back on
February 16th from 5-8pm. Marcie Lovell, author of Clutter Book: When
You Can't Let Go, will be at the Kensington Row Bookshop, Please visit
www.facebook.com/KtownThirdThursday for more information.

Pleage =end in or email your Directory Information to Mall Tloffman:
MdTToffman@tok.md.gov.

Pete Fosselman

’lﬂ_______------————_—————————————__----_,N
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Town Permits

3948 Baltimore Street
Dumpster

10441 Metropolitan
Avenue Sign

3514 Plyers Mill Road
Interiov
3605 IMarragut Avenue
Fence

10537 Wheatley Street
TFence

10800 Connecticut
Avenue
Interior
3904 Washington Sireet
Washington Gas

10013 Frederick Avenue
Washington Gas

10204 Kensington
Phkwy —Addition

10613 Wheatley Streel
FExtorior

Town Manager
Sanford W, Daily
SWhaividtok. md gov

Agst. Town Manager
Matthew J. Hoffman

MAYOR COUNCIL
Pefer C. Fosselman Mackie Barch Sean McMullen

Mayor. Fosselman@tok. md.gov

MJHoffman@tok.md.gov Office Hours: Shivley. Watson@tok. md. gov

Public Hearing—Monday, February 13th

Ordinance 0—01—2012
An Ordinance of the Mayor and Couneil of the Town of
Kensington, Marvyland amending Chapter 5, "Housing
and Building Regulations”, by adding Article 6,
“Moderately Priced Housing”, to the Code of the Town of
Kensinglon to incorporale by vefercnce Chapter 254,
“Housing, Moderately Priced” of the Montgomery County
. Code, to provide for low- and moderale-income housing Lo
meet cxisling and anticipated future employment and
housing necds. This law would require moderately priced
unils to be included for future development by any appli-
cant that: |
(1) submits [or approval or exlension of approval a pre-
liminary plan of subdivision under Chapter 50 of the
Maontgomery County Code which proposes the develop-
ment of a total of 20 or more dwelling units at one loca-
tion in one or more subdivisions, parts of subdivisions,
re-subdivisions, or stages of development, regardless of
whether any part of the land has been transferred Lo
another party;
(2) submits to the Planning Board or to the Divector of
Permilling Services au plan of housing development for
any type of site veview or development approval ve-
quired by law, which proposes construetion or develop-
ment of 20 or more dwelling units at one location: or
(3) with respect to land in & gone not subject to subdivi-
sion approval or site plan review, applies for a building
permit to construet a total of 20 or more dwelling units
al one location.

John Thompson  Lydia Sullivan
Mayor.Council@tok.md.gov

Town of Kensington
‘3710 Mitchell Stroet m:r]i—T]rBeﬂm]ugr
Ke:mmgmn, MD Eﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁ. ousan hngels

g s Susan. Engels@itok.md. gov
Office: 301-949-2424
Fax:  301-949-4925 Facility Manager/Events
Shirley Watson

8:00am ~ 4:00pm
Monday ~ Friday
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TOWN MINUTES

December 12, 2011 Councell Summary

«  Approved Town Meeting Minutes lrom November 28, 2011
+  Introduced Ordinance No. 0-01-2012 to adopt the County’s Altordable Housing Policy,

a Public Hearing was set lor lanuary 23",

« Adopted Resolution R-17-2011 to cxecule an agreement with the Montgomery Counly

Palice.

« Adopted Resolution R-18-2011 approving LG s 9th Amended Trust Agrecment.

December 12, 2011—Mayor  Fosselman,
Council Members Barch, McMullen, Sutlivan
and Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-
Treasuret Lngels and Assistant Town Man-
ager ITolliman were present. The Pledge of
Allepiance was recited and a Moment of Si-
fence observed.

fack Gufley noted the importance of support-
ing businesses and also suggested a lelier be
sont to the businesses shown in the Kensing-
ton Business District photo fo elean up their
HIEAs.

Stowe Teli requesled the Village Center Con-
copt be an agenda iem al a Town Mecting.
‘The Mayor slated the Revitalization Conminil-
tee, after hearing Mr. Teti’s prescntation op

the Village Center Conecpt, would determine -

if there was a recomimendation to bring hefore
the Town Council.

Johi Morrs stated MTA is proposing elimi-
nation of two irains stopping in Kensingion
and suggested sending a letter to MFA oppos-
ing this; and he also sugpested additional
spaces should be made available to commut-
crs sinee lhere is available parking on Howard
Avenue.

John Builey stated the frequency of the train is
morc imporlant to customers than on time ser-
vice and with the proposed MTA cuts a larger
percentage of riders will be lost than the 15%
cul in [requency.

Julie O*Matlcy stated the Women's Club and
the Women's Community Club have

PAGHE 4

decorated (he Victorisn room; quesbioncd
aversight of a building permit on Frederick
Avenue, she stated it was important fo have
pversight when redevelopment in ‘Fown oc-
curs; and suggested the Village Center, and
Design Guidelines that arc part of the Scetor
Plan, be part of a Town Meeling.

Steve Cohen discussed the recent PHID
Commillec Mecting, he stated there were a lot
of issues important to the Town brought up,
and questioned how the Town planned on en-
gaging Resident’s in understanding the issues
and how timely decisions would be reached.
He stated it was impoctant to have a vibrant
inclusive discussion within the Town to help
people understand the vision.

The Mayor stated the Town has started work-

ing on the dircctions from the PIIED Commit-
tee which include an AlTordable {lousing PPol-
icy, which is on the agenda tonight for inlro-
duction am! will be discussed at a public hear-
ing; review of the Village Center Concept and
Design Guidelines, which the Revitalization
Committec will be mecting Dec. 21% to dis-
cuss, any recomunendations will be brounght
before the Town Council; and Muadene
Michaclson's proposal to start at 65 fect and
work up to the maximum 75 feet height bascd
ol critevia, which the County staff and Town
will be working on.

Council Member Suilivan stated the proccss
shoudd be inclusive and the Village Contor
and Design Priorities should not be discussed
at a4 Revitalization Commillec Mecting but
should huve inpul by the whole Town.

Comtinned on Peage 5




TOWN MINUTES

The Mayor and Council Member Barch cx-
pained the process Iras always been for an
issue 1o be brought before the Revitalization
Commnitlee {irst for review before recommen-
dation Lo the Council.

Al Lacey inlotmed the Town ihe light is out
ot the flag in front of the Armory; thanked
Council and siaifs and cxplained how the re-
cent scavenger hunt was a great 1des and wel-
comed by the businesses.

‘T'he Mayor thanked the stall for the suceessful
Tree Liphting Event and the Kensinglon Vol-
unleer Fire Dept for five trucks and Sunla; at-
tended the County Execubive Asts Ball on Pec
dth; allended the PIIED Committec Meeting
on Dec 57 attlended the IMistotical Society’s
Hloliday Party; and mct, prior fo this mecting,
with the Town Audit Comumiliee lo review
Y3 Audit in which the Town received a
lavorablc report.

Council Member Sullivan  aflended  both
PHED Commitlice Mectings, Nov 28" and
Dec $" the PIIED Committee tabled the Sec-
tor Plan until the Planning Department bas
rational per property for (he density proposed;
Coungil Siall” recommended prolective lan-
puage in the Sector Plan to allow the mapped
density to be lowercd unless if is proved the
devclopment is beneficial for the Town, cii-
sens arc concerned about this discretionury
kimguage, fowcring the density on neighbor-
hood edpes would be preferable; attended
Kensington IHslorteal Socicty loliday Pavly;
allended the Town Tree Lighting; and encour-
aged everyonc to visit the Two Pears Cafe in
Town.

The Mayor clavitied that what is being pro-
posed by Ms. Michaelson is not to lower den-

sily but to fower the heighi.

Council Mamber Mebullen met will the Au-
dit Committes and thanked the staff {r
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meeling prior years Audit Committee 1e-
quests; he will bo circulating a letler regarding
the proposed MTA enfs; and was the person
behind the successiul scavenger hunt and
thanked all the merchants for their parlicipa-
Liom.

Council Member Thompson attended both
PHED Committee meelings; the curb cut was
compleled al Kensington Patkway; some traf-
fic comniilfee snggestions 1o eliminate cut
through traflic on Lexington Street will be
implemented after the holiday; in reference (o
proposed extcnsion of Texington Stieet he
stated it 15 promatme for the Trallic commit-
tec to discuss a strect that doesn’l exist yet;
attended the Ilistovical Socicty Lloliday Pariy;
and will ask the Town Attorncy for a defini-
live answer on whether any cxceptions to the
time restrictions can be made lor Residents.

Coumeit Member Barch slated a Revitalization
Commitlee Meeiing will be held on Dee. 21,
Fred Boyd and Michacl Brown from Park
Planning will be present io go over the Design
Guidelines which will be followed by Stowe
Teti’s preseniation on the Village Cenier Con-
cept.

A list serve will be sent out with the agenda
for the Revitalizalion Committee Meeting and
malerial provided to the Committee prior to
(he mecling.

Oudinance No (=01-2012 to adopt the Mont-
gomery County Code for moderately priced
housing was infroduced and sct for a Public
Ileaving on January 23. The Mayor cxplained
the Cowndy hag asked us to adopl a housing
policy and the Town Attorney has recom-
mended adopting (he County’s current policy
rather than creating our own policy.

Resolution R-17-2011 to allow the Town
Manuger Lo oxceutc a new police service
agreement was discussed. from 2004, There
was 1o public commen,

Cantinged ot Page 6




TOWN MINUTES

Town Manaper Daily explained Montgomery
County Police have propused a revision, which
the "Town Altorney has rovicwed, to an old
agreemetl Resolution R-18-2011 for the Town,
as a momber of LGIT, fo aceept tie Ninth
Amended Trust Agreement which modilics the
Bowrd of Trustees for LGIT was discusscd.
‘There was no public comment.

Upconing agenda items notod were possibility
of review of Village Ceater Concept, discussion
of criteria from County Clowtell Staff for ability
to increase heighis in Town, and updating the fee
schedule,

Town Manager Daily gave an upilaic on the new
parking lot. Council Member Barch requested
limited signage.

Council Actions:

Council Member McMullen moved o approve
the minuies from the Movember 28, 2011 Town
Mecling. The motion passed unanimously.

Councii Member Thompson moved to introduce
Chrdinance Mo, O-01-2012 ameading Chapter 5,
“liousing and Duilding Regulalion” by adding
Article 6 “Moderately Priced Housing” to re-
quire that luture residential constiuction nclude
a requircment for moderalcly priced housing.
Council Member McMullen amicnded the motion
to set a Public Hearing for Monday January 23"
The mation passed vnanimaously.

Councit Member Sullivan moved o adopi Reso-
huion No.R-17-2011 authorizing the Town Man-
aper to execute a now police Service Agrecmcnt

betweent Montgomery County and the Town of

Kensinglon. The molion passed unanimousiy.

Councit Member Barch moved to adopt Resolu-
tion No. R-18-2011 1o approve and accepl the
MNinth Amended and Restaled Trust Agreement
of the Local Government Insurance “Trust
{LGI'T), The motion passed unanimousiy.

Council Member McMultlen moved Lo adjourn

the mecting at 815 pan. The motion passed
unatimansky.

PAGE G

January 17,2012

Council Summary

« Approved Town Meeting Minutcs
from Decemtboer 12, 2011,

«  Approved the Closed Session Poblic
Minutes fiom Janoary 3, 2012,

»  Marlene Michaelson and L'red Boyd
disvussed recommended changes to
the Sector Plan and answercd ques-
tions.

« Rescheduied the Public learmyg on
Crvdinance O-01-2012 (o February 13,
2012

« Adopled Resolution R-01-2012 to up-
date the scheduole of fees.

« Adopted Resointion R-02-2012 sup-
porting the Planning DBoard’s Pro-
posed Design Guidelines as amended.

« Adopted Resolution R-03-2012 sup-
porting the Village Cenfer Concept.

Jamnary 17, 2012—Mayor Fosselman, Coun-
cit Members Barch, MceMulien, Sullivan and
Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-
Treasurer Enpcls and Assistant Fown Man-
ager Moflman were present, The Pledge of
Allegiance was recited and a Moment of Si-
lence abserved,

Jack Gaffey stuled lisy Bitsy Bakery had
closed and noted the importance of supparting
and recruiling busincsses.

Scan Neary | questioned whether the open
meeting laws apphied lo the closed sessions,
the reason for the closed scssionms, and
wheiher litigation was imvolved at cost to the
taxpayers,

Town Manager Daily stated the closed ses-
sions weie to seek togal advice from (ke Town
Attorncy regarding an issuc of broken conli-
dentiatity and approximatety 325,000 has
been spent o date on all attorney costs, he
will rescarch the amount spent specifically on
{his issnc.

Confinged an Poge 7




TOWN MINUTES

Couneil Member Barch slaled the issue before
the Town wilh ihc closed meetings perlains to
violation of confidentialily, we lhave fo be
cvell how we address i, it does invoive
Council Member Sulfivan and we are not at
liberty {o discuss the issuc; peoplie pick up the
(azette and scc that M. Flyger is represent-
ing a ciient in a lawsuit against the Mayor; we
are scoing escalations in {ension among the
Council; this is a volunteer position and 1 we
have lo be coneered about being sued outside
aof the office for ofTending someonc it atfecls
the entire Towz, peoplc do not want to invest
in & commmunity where the Mayor and Couneil
arc at odds with one mother; freedom of in-
frrmation acls arc cosling the Town moncy,
being focused internally has stopped us from
working on other issues, and al the end of the
Scetor Plan process we arc all neighbors and
have to be respectful of one another.

Sabina Emerson gucstioned whether a conflict
of intercst cxisis with Council Member Sulli-
van hecause of the confidentiulily issues and
beeause her husband is representing a client In
a tawsuit against the Mayor, in which they
sland to gam linaneially.

The Mayor stated he could nol cominent on
the personat lawsuil and whether a conflict of
intcrest exisis would have to be asked of the
Town Aftorney.

Al Laccy stated how wonderful the lights on
the {rees on Ioward Avenue Took and his
wife, Fliscnda Sola-Solc, will be having the
Book Festival on April 22™ and looks forward
i support received in the past.

David Silver requested an updale on whether
traffic signs could be changed to allow cn-
grance by local residents during restricled
times. The Town will check o sce if excep-
tions arc available since ofher communities
are doing Lhis.

PAGHE 7

Sharon Roelvink stated she and her hushand
{iled a complaint with the Ethics Commission
yegarding Council Member Sullivan  and
breaches of confidentiality and liled a request
with {he Town Clerk lo sce how much money
iz being spent on {ieedom of information acts
to sce how much money Council Member
Sullivan is incurring to taxpaycrs that may be
WINeCCssary.

Lowri Simmons repoticd there is soil crosion
at the footings of the bridge between the shop-
ping centet and Kensington apartments. The
Town Manager will review the erosion and
bridge inspeclion repoeits.

The Mayor reporied the Town Faccbook page
is up and operaling; the new parking lol is
99.9% finished, he appreciales staff and
Building spector Stablow’s cffort; the Town
i¢ hosting Council Member Roger Berliner
lomorrow night at 7 pa., the Town's new
County Council representative sinec the Town
has moved intoVoling District 1; Noyes Ti-
brary Foundation is hoiding a fundraiscr cvent
on Salurday, “Make Somec Noyes™ at the
Town [Tall; and the Farmers Market was rec-
ognized in the Bothesda Magazine as one of
ihe bost, he thanked Shirley Watson, Former
Council Mcmber Mary Donatelli, Matt 1lofl-
man, the Vendors, and public relations firm
Maicr Warner,

Council Member Batch requested the bases of
the lights match in the new parking lot.

Council Member Thompson reporied just oul-
side of Town was a setious pedestrian accl-
dent on the curb of Summit Avenue, this has
pencrated interest in narrowing the e o
slow cars and creale a pedestrian buffer; and
e is waiting for an opinion from {he County
Fire Marshall’s office on egress fo convetl the
garage e 3 Muselm.

Council Member Mceblullen reporicd atter
MARC™s informational meeting, they have

Cortimied on Page 7




TOWN MINUTES

decided to deluy the change in the schedule,
which he will continue to follow and he will
also be attending {he site selection meetings
for the proposed Bethesda Chevy Chase mid-
dic school in Rock Creek Hills.

Council Member Sulliven rveported she at-
lended cvents lor Delepates Carr and Wald-
streicher; agrees with Delegate Carr  that
MARC scrvice should be increased; she is
following the middle school selechon process
and objects to using Rock Creek Hills site;
and will be attending Roger Berlinevs mect
and preet.

Fred Boyd staied he is also following the new
middie school site selection process and a rep-
resentalive of the task force for Park and Plan-
ning.

Marlene Michaclson, Senior Lepislative Ana-
lyst for the County Council, and Fred Boyd,
Planner for MNCPPC, were present and ex-
plaincd recommended changes and answered
guestions on the Sector Plan. Ms. Michaelson
explained the changes were to add transition
language lo limit the height where propertics
arc adjscent lo single family homes and
change some zoning.  She staled both the
Councit Staff and Planning Bourd Stalf agree
on the changes. (See memo and chart from
Marlene Michacisen daled January 13, 2012}

Council Member Sullivan stated she supports
the changes lo allow for lownhouses and {he
(ransition language; she would like to see the
language include confronting and wants to
insure mixed use and eliminate dead voncs;
and disaprees the house at Lexington and
Perry shonld be changed to commercial.

Council Member Barch stated there was al-
ready lunguage to prolect transitions [from
commercial 1o residentiat in the Sceior Plan;
he ig concerned density is lwo low in the cen-
Irat busincss areas fo overlum current uses;
adding confronting would make il extremcly
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difficull for conunercial properties lo rede-
velop; and noted the importance of develop-
ment being economically achicvable and the
zome not being (oo cumbersome.

The lollowing commenls were made on the
Scctor Plan:  Lori  Simmons  questioned
whether sireets would be wider for increased
density; Barmy Pcoples stafed protecling
neighborlioods witlh the transition in height
while still having density is a good compro-
mise, i is importand o maintain mixed use on
the sivest fromt, losing conunercial propoty
will huri the tax base, two homes that arve cut-
rently R60, {he Kaiser property and the home
al Lexington and Perey should remain residen-
tint, and agrees wilh the Planning Board that
Konterra redevelop wilh (he suggested height
{imit: Sabina Lmerson questioned Council
Member Sutlivan’s request for confromding
tanguage when page 32 of the Design Guide-
Fines refers to maintaining compalibility with
adjacent and confronting propetlies; Jack
Galley suggested a buffor between (he side-
walk and curb and staled the recommuended 60
foot height should be Wried before aflowing
more; Duane Rofling stated he agrees witl
Council Mcmber Barch’s statemeni that den-
sity is (oo low to encourage conmmercial prop-
erty owners 1o tedevelop, he suggested elevat-
ing FAR’s for the truc commercial properiies,
and he stated conlvonting should not be used
anywhere in Seclor Plan because it would dis-
courage redevelopment over the life of the
Secior Plan; Pat Mubready (not a Towin Resi-
denty, speaking as individual, stated Capital
View Residenis do not want anything that
would canse Roule 192 to be straighiened, she
supports (he transition vounes and 50 foot or
greater is loo high near historic arcas, and she
slated Konterra’s proposal is for 90 foct on the
side to Capital View; Mick Mivell stated de-
velopment of his property is encumbercd by
repulations and site problems, and he agrocs
with Konlerra that you camot develop al 6l
fect; John Anderson stated Lailer buaildings
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TOWN MINUTES

actually buller the sound, he supports & gual-
ity proposal for the house af Lexinpton and
Pery which could be a transition within a
transilion and not & hgh infcusity commercial
use; Tracey lmrman stated her neighbor, the
10400 butlding, although not atfractive, pro-
vides a needed buffer, and she stated there
noeds to be incentive to developers to make
the numbers wotk, it is not our moncy and our
visk but the developers; Pill Kominers
{Altorney) stated Lhe zone already requires
seibacks adjoining single family restdential
and if iransiticnal language is added it should
be clear, the sile plan review process already
addresses heightl, density and compatibility,
need o make sure density stifl works in the
building cnvclope (hat is lcft from slepping
down (he height, the whole Town is a mixed
use development, areas today zoned C-2 with
no consiraints haven't redeveloped and some
incentive or incrcased densily 15 needed to
justify development, and supporls (he Village
Center Concept which should nol neccssitate
the same desipn; Julie O Malley staled this is
the only parl of the county where 2 2.5 FAR s
sggested without a Metro; Judy Higgins {nol
a Town Residen!) suggested listening to the
transeript on the Konlerra properly and noted
there ave places that do not require sile plans;
RBerle Cherney (not a Town Resident) stated
he does not want the congestion of Bethesda,
questioned projected population growth, and
expressed concern over tralfic, parking and
adequatc planning; Theresa Rickman (ot a
Town Resident) stated i was huportani to {ix
infrastruciure and traffic issues before devel-
opment; Glevia Capron stated with good de-
sign and planning good development can be
achieved, she enjoys a robust Town of busi-
nesses and residents living lopether, and there
needs o be unity among (he Council and
Town; Chris Bruch stated the rcason Park-
wood Llemenlary has portables is because
matchbox homes have been developed into
six bedroom homes, he supports the Sector
Plan changes, he does not support 75 feet for
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Konterra which is on the edge of the commer-
cial core, 75 feel should be rescrved for the
cofe conunercial arca, density shouid not be
awarded because the economics don’t work in
a bad cconomy, and suggested deleling the
whereas clause to explore 75 foot in the Vil-
lage Center Resolution and rely on the ex-
ports; Lot Simmons slaled transporfation it
and out of Town and parking is nceded to sup-
port businesses, and we all have lo give a little
to have the Seclor Plan passed.

The Mayor reminded Residents in the Design
CGuidelines Mceeting in 2010 Sandy Wilkes, a
well respected moember of community, stated
denzitics are B too low in the Kensington
Sector Plan and they should be more like 3.5
to 4.0 FAR's; the Mayor stated we bave com-
promised from the beginning of (he Plan
which was al 125 feet, 4.0 FAR, to 75 feel,
2.5 TAR, the fcasibility and economics need
10 be taken into consideration iF we want to
spark interest in the Town, we are losing busi-
nesses and no one is inlerested in developing,
Residenls have been saying they want new
services and do not wani o have to drive
other places, everyonc around Kensington that
has gone through Ihe scetor plan process has
new developnent, there is a huge dilference
in heighl and densily than the other communi-
ties, there may be varying opinious but people
in the business do not think # is high cnough,
our Town Council is supporling a very nice
compromise ol 75 feet and 2.5 FAR and it has
been over a four year process.

‘The Mayor explaincd there were no preposed
0} foot buildings in the Sector Plan and that
all devclopment, belore recelving permits,
musi pass teaffic and school impact lesis as
well us builders will be vequired to pay for
many of lhe infrastructure improvements as
part of their public amenity contribufions to
the conununity; the Mayor staled itraffic and
school population is going fo increase whether
Kensinglon develops or nol hecaose areas
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TOWN MINUTES

around Kensinglon such as Wheaton, Whitc
Elint, Sibver Spring and Bethesda ave develop-
ing; we do not wish o be a Bethesda that is
why we don’t have 200 to 360 foot heights,

Fred Boyd cxplained the ralional for changing
the voning for the house al Penry and Lexing-
ton, he siated it is the last remaining house in
a residentind zone on that block, the block is in
individual ownership, given the ownership
patiern on block the likely scenario would be
a [wirly modest form of non residential use
such as doclor, lawyer or sccountant office.
[ic also staled the Sector Plan has a mecha-
nism which will enable truc mixed use devel-
opment and firsi Hoor retail aleng designated
streets.

Ms. Michaclson stated ihey did not receive
any testimony from property owners for in-
creased densily except Konterra, she slated
confronting is nol the speeific word used in
olher master plans but ihe inlent is there, lhe
specific wording and terminology will be
looked at o make it consistent amd casy to
understand,

The Public Hearing lor Ordinance O-01-2012
i amend Chapter 5 (o add mederately priced
houstng was changed from January 23id o
February 13%.

Resolution No. R-31-2012 updating the
schedulc of foes was discussed. Fown Man-
aper Daily recommended fees be increased by
approximately 3.6% and nofed some fecs for
usc of the Armury were not changed. Council
Member Sullivan staled it was oot the thne Lo
be raising feces when peoplc have financial
hardships and would rather see cxpenscs cut.

The Mayor noted most of the changes o the
fees were for permits requested for construc-
tfion projeets that are luxuries and therefore if
one can allord the construction, they can af-
ford the fee fnereasc as well.
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Resolidion No. R-02-2012 to support the
Planning Board’s Design Guidelines was dis-
enssed. Council Member Barch explained the
Planning Board’s Design Guidelines will not
reach the level the Town desires so the Town
also wants to pursue its own set of Design
Guidelines which will provide additionad re-
sources and marketing inlommation to devel-
oper. The Town also desires o have a formal
agrcemenl with the Department ol Permitting
Services to be nolified of any redevelopment
aciivily.

Council Member Sullivan requested removing
the “significant investment” wording in the
Resolution so il can be discussed separaicly
and removing “continucd support of the draft
Sector Plan” because she does not support
cverything in the drall Sector Plan.

The Mayor stated the Town’s official position
is in support of the Sector Plan,

Pat Ilamis from Lorel, Early, and Browor
stated they huve been focusing on the Plan-
ning Doard’s Design Goidelines and  ex-
pressed concern over Ihe Resohution stating
ihe Town will have anoiher set of Design
Guidelines which they haven’t seen.

Cowuneil Members McMublen and Barch cx-
plained the Resolution is to support the
County’s Diesige (uidelines and to indicate
the Town wants to pursue iis own set of De-
sign Guidelines, which stakeholders would be
part of; it would not make the process more
complicated but provide additional resources
lo investars. 'The wording was changed from
“signrificant investment” to “diligently pursue
with slakeholders”. Sce Council Aclions.

Julie O"Malley stated Residents miuy not have
recad the Design Guidelines and questioned
whether they would be discussed at a meeting
andd which oncs would be mserted into the
Sector Plam,

The Mayor expluined {he Guidelines have

Crtitsined on Page 1




TOWN MINUTES

alrcady been discussed, have been available
on the websile, and have been talked about at
many meetings for months.

Resolution No, R-03-2012 cxpressing support
of the Village Center concept was discussed.
The Mayor noted that Stowe “I'eti, who 1s pro-
posing (he concept and was (o be here to for-
maily present, was abscnt for umknown rea-
sons. Council Member Barch explained
Diana and Stowe Teil prosented this al the
Revilalization Conuniflee Mocting, it would
create a pedestrian thoroughlare or pedestrian
mall. Tt can be accommodaled under the cur-
rent plan wilhout changes except adding a
paragraph {hat the arca is culturally impottant.
Council Member Barch cxplained par of the
Resofution is supporting exploring additional
height noi o exceed 75 leet for the Kontena
project. The Village Cenler Concept cannot
he acconunoedaled without additional parking
which can be wovided by Konterra's invest-
menl in that part ol Town.

The Mayor clarified a rumeor and stated Kon-
jerra would only be holding a charretle ot
their building and development; not for ihe
Village Center Concept.

Jack Gaffey staled he supporis the Village
Center Conecept und supgested the pavagraph
1egarding height of Konterra be part of a dil-
feren! resolution and guestioned whether the
Planning Board supports the height,

Fred Boyd stated the Planning Stall initially
recomincnded the 75 feet bocause of (he
greater possibility the project would occur al
75 {eet oulweighed concems, Commissioner
Dreyfuss convinced the PManning Board that
the praject was likely at 60 feet and the Plan-
ning Board accepts ihis,

Duane Roltins stated the Planning Board does
not walk by the site cveryday mnd it has been
deplorable over past scven years and will be-
comce that way agmn unless we remain
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Ilexible cnough for development; he stated the
majority of the foundation will be hidden on
soulh side of tracks because of the slope.

Barry Peoples stated ihvough a charetle proc-
ess, working with all purties, and with fhe
arade of (he site, it is possible to have the con-
nectivity and development within the guaide-
lines. He suggested passing the Resolution
without slating supporl [or exploring the 75
feet. TTe also stated Stowe md Diana Teti and
Miche Boow have also suggesied designing a
walkway along the warchouse (o tie {he two
sides together.

Sabina FEmerson questioned providing addi-
tional height o only a clock lower, Council
AMember Barch explained that it was jusl one
of The sugpestions; however to allow addi-
tienal height a significant fnvestment in public
amenities would be needed.

Ms. Michaelson cxplained thal langnage
would need io be relined as to the specific eri-
jeria to be met for the 75 feet, she staled this
is a property with unigue issucs, she would
Jike fo sce the possibility of a higher height
wark wilh additional standards to get the
height, she staled if the Town is sent on ox-
ploration of (he 75 fect then a super majority
ol the County Council wounld be needed to
zone il {0 75 foct, because i is a controversial
issue it is not Hkely to occur, she also stated
County Council Members have indicated that
ihey would like to defer o the Town Council
when possible.

Couneit Momber Baich suggested passing he
Resotution and continuing to work with Ms.
Michaelson on the language, He nofed the
importance of Kontcrra providing  public
amcnitics needed such as pedestiian connee-
tivily across the tracks.

Coungil Member Sullivan vequesfed the lan-
puage to explore 75 foct be remmoved (rom the
resofution and explored in a separale resolu-
tion.

Confinped o Page 12




TOWN MINUTES

‘The Audit Commitice Report was presented.
The ‘Lown is in good financial standing and
the Mayor commended the Comunitiee volun-
leeis, Town Stall and Councit Member
Mehullen for their work on the {inances.

‘Town Manager Daily gave an update on the
packing Iot.  Tle siated afl the commuler
spaccs arc being used along with some of the
olher spaccs and he is reviewing the seven
spaces next to the bioretenlion pond to deter-
mine if some type of fence is needed.

Council Actions:

Council Member Suflivan moved to approve
ihe minntes from the Decanber 12, 2011
Town Mecting. The metion passed unani-
mousty.

Council Member Thompson moved (0 ap-
prove the public nunuies from the Jawary 3,
2012 Closed Session, The motion passed,
Couneil Member Sullivan abstained.

Council Member Thompson moved fo change
tiie Public Hearing Date for Ordinunce No. (-
01-2012 amending Chapter 5, “Iousing and
Building Regulation” by adding Article 6
“Moderately Priced Ilousing” to require that
future residential construction nclude a re-
quircment for moderalely priced housing from
January 23" to February 13, 2012. The mo-
lion passed unanimously,

Council Member McMullen moved (o ap-
prove Resolution No. R-01-2012 codifying
and updating a schedule of focs, charges, and
expenscs as provided lor in the ordinances of
the Town of Kensington., The moidion passed
3 to 1. Council Member Sullivan opposed the
motion. Council Member Sullivan stated she
opposcd raising fees when people arc having
fangial hardships and would rvathier sec ex-
penses Gul, :
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Council Memboer Barch moved 1o approve
Reselution R-(02-2012 supporiiy {he Mont-
gomery Counly Planning Board proposed De-
sign Guidelines Tor the Town of Kensinglon
as amended to replace in the third whereas
clause “will makc a sipnificant investment in”
with “diligently pursuc with slakeholders”.
The motion pussed unanimously.

Coancil Member Bareh moved to approve
Resolution R-03-2012 supporting the Village
Cenier Concept.  The motion passed 3 to L
Comieit Member Sublivan veled against the
mation because she did not support the explo-
ration of 75 {eet for the Konterra pioperly
which was part of the Resolution.

Council Membor Barch moved o adjowrn the
mecting at 10:50 p.m. The mwolion passed
unanimously.

ik

Kensington 2012--A Vision

This is a homogenous, fricndly town
A community made up of myviad back-

prounds,
TFaiths, ideclogies; we have come gath-
ered lopether . . . Here in this place fo

pub our hands, hearts, spirils, ideas in
a common bond for the beltermont of
our lown, our neighborhoods, eur coun-
try and our entire stale Lo make a
statemenls a poal that no mafter what
obstucles may come toward us and al
us: YES WE CAN AND YES WE WILIL!
TOGETHER THEN LET US JOIN
HANDS, BOW QUR HEARTS AND
PROLAIM AMEN!!

Richard 3. Rice
~Poet Laureate




PUBLIC RELATIONS -~ Generating Buzz

January
2012

¥ 2012 be-
MaIC[' gins, Maier &
Wame:[a Warnt_er PR is
pursuing new
ways to attract
positive atten-
tion — and new visitors to Kensington. A
walking tour and an excellent magazine
article lead the list. And the Explore
Kensington campaign is gaining mo-
mentum.

As

Puldlic Relationsiarketing

The agency is engaging merchants,
customers and visitors through social
media efforts, highlighting and promot-
ing unigque aspects of the Town. The
agency has created a flicker page
www.flickr.com/explorekensington,
which features photos of store fronts,
parks, historic sites and the farmers'
market. Each photo has a brief and in-
teresting description to encourage vis-
its.

An exciting new video featuring many
interesting and distinct town character-
istics was posted to the Explore Ken-
singten YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/townofkensington.
The video attracted 128 views in just
two weeks! Currently, Maier & Warner
is working on a video to specifically
promote shopping, dining and the farm-
ers’ market — which Bethesda Magazine
recently named one of the best in the
area. The Explore Kensinglon Face-
book response continues to grow: the
agency has connected with 92 mer-
chants through Facebook, featuring
their special, promotions and events
through weekly postings.

Maier & Warner also continues to pro-
mote town events such as Third Thurs-
day and merchant sales and specials
through the eBlast campaign.

Merchants are welcome to contact Jes-
sica at Maier & Warner to be included in
t h e ca mpai gn
(Jessica@maierwarnerpr.com). And
agency staffers continue to attend the
farmers regularly, telling visitors about
the campaign and collecting email ad-
dresses.

Still to come: an upcoming article in
Chesapeake Home + Living Magazine
and promotion of the Walking Tour of
Kensington, guided by a Kensington His-
torical Society map to tour visitors
through the architecture, history, and
charm of Kensington.

G )ﬁ (ﬁ"f’ 2, B

EXPLDREKENSINGTON.COM

Bethesda

MAGAZINE

The Kensing-
ton Iarmers’
Market  has
been  voted
one of the
best [Farmers
Markets by
the readers of

Belthesda
Top Vote Getter Magazine.

KENSINGTON

IAI{MLRSMARKLI
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FARMERS" MARKET
VENDOR SPOTLIGHT

Les Caprices de Joelle is owned and oper-
ated by Joelle Coats. Joelle received a De-
2 gree from The
¥ Culinary School
of Namur in
Belgium. Joelle
§p r e -
pared gourmet
s meals in her
‘own restaurant
L in Mons, Bel-
gium for 10
years. She has
always  been
passionate
about foad from all around the world, but al-
ways prepared with a Belgium touch. She is
very conscious of her customer’s desire for
healthy choices and always prepares her food
using as much organic produce as avail-
able, only fresh ingredients and low sodium
to meet her customer’s expectations.

One of her most popular items is the Liege
Belgium Waffles, which are prepared using
Pearl Sugar, made from beets, farm fresh
eggs and real butter. These are made fresh
and served hot. Her husband, after spending
some time in Granada, Spain, came back with
a paella pan and delicious recipes for Paella,
which has become another of her trademark
dishes.

At the local markets, Joelle and Les Caprices
has become a favorite. Joelle prepares and
offers a variety of quiches, soups, paella and
of course, her signature Bel-
gium Waffles. Over the next few months she
will also be offering Brittany Crepes, made
with buckwheat flour, stuffed with fresh
vegetables, and a variety of salads. Les Ca-
prices also is available to cater private par-
ties.

We'll see you at the Market!!!
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BE A SMART PLASTIC USER

Here are ways to make your plastic use
healthier and more environmentally friendly.
Reduce and Reuse: There are a few cases—
such as that of medical supplies—in which it's
necessary to use plastic once and then discard
it, but it's often possible to find a better alter-
native. Avoid single-use items such as dispos-
able bottles, plates, and cutlery. Carry a refil-
lable bottle or mug for beverages on the go,
and bring reusable cloth bags to stores. For
leftovers and takeout food, reusable contain-
ers are better than foam boxes or plastic wrap
and bags. If you regularly buy products that
are only available in plastic packaaing, buy the
largest container available, rather than the
multiple smaller ones, to cut down on the to-
tal amount of plastic used. Take precau-
tions: When you do use plastic, it's best to
choose those labeled #1, #2, #4, and #5 and
avoid those labeled #3, #6, and #7. Even if
you're choosing the best plastic, though, there
are still chemical leaching concerns associated
with long storage or heat. The Institute for
Agriculture and Trade Policy has issued a
“Smart Plastics Guide” that includes the fol-
lowing recommendations for using any type of
plastic:

Avoid using plastic containers in the micro-
wave. Instead, use glass or ceramic contain-
ers free of metallic paint.

Beware of cling wraps, especially for micro-
wave Lse,

If you do use plastic water bottles, take pre-
cautions. If you use a polycarbonate water
bottle, to reduce leaching of BPA, do not use
for warm or hot liquids, and discard old or
scratched water bottles. Water bottles from
#1 or #2 plastics are recommended for single
use only. For all types of plastic, you can re-
duce bacterial contamination by thoroughly
washing daily. However, avoid using harsh de-
tergents that can break down the plastic and
increase chemical leaching.

"Greener Paths for Plastics” by Liz Borkowski
at: http://www.greenamerica.org/livinggreen/

plastics.cfm
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" Help Your 20895 Neighbors Defeat an Environmental Threat!

As a resident of Kensington outside the Town, I am making a plea for TOK residents to con-
tribute to our legal defense fund to fight the Costco mega gas station proposal. You folks in
TOK are uniquely qualified to understand the negative effects of gas stations on homes, qual-
ity of life, and the local environment.

Kensington Heights is facing a 16-nozzle Costco gas station proposal for the SW corner of
Westfield Wheaton, projected to pump 12 million gallons a year, open 15 hours a day with
many idling cars waiting in line -- right in our backyards, next to the Kenmont Swim & Tennis
Club, near the Stephen Knolls School for children with significant disabilities County-wide, and
at the headwaters of Silver Creek and Sligo Creek. Not to mention 4/10ths of a mile from the
Wheaton Metro platform (not exactly "smart growth," is it?t). The Costco store will be open-
ing regardless of what happens with the gas station; both Costco and Westfield have con-
firmed this fact publicly.

Westfield Wheaton land is not zoned for a gas station, so Costco is requesting a special zon-
ing exception, Two public hearings — at the Planning Board and at a Hearing Examiner hear-
ing — are scheduled for mid and late February., We must fight this legal maneuver with legal
firepower. To do so, we need the help of everyone in the Kensington area, including those in
TOK, to make this zoning exception proposal go away. Our fundraising goal is $30,000.
Please contribute. We'd do the same for you....

Send contributions to:
KHCA Legal Defense Fund c/o Karen Cordry 10705 Torrance Drive Silver Spring, MD 20902

Thank you! — Donna R. Savage, 10804 McComas Ct., Kensington 301-942-2447; Inting-
ers@aol.com
For more information, go to http://www.kensingtonheightsmd.org/costco/index.html

Make Some Noyes Dance Party

Thank you to all ol the volunteers
and the Noyes Library Foundation
Board lor another successhul

U d S O n fundraising cvent on
January 21st - a big turnout!

30] ,64] ,6266 Novyes Library is committed to

raising $70,000 to help keep the
doors open. For more
information, pleasc visit
noyeslibraryfoundation.org.
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foo, If It Snows. . .

/) The Town requires all of its residents and businesses to clear a path on
the sidewalk in front of their properties within 24 hours of each snow
fall. If a path has not been cleared within 24 hours, a notice will be
sent to the resident or business reminding them it needs to be done. If
a path still has not been cleared within 24 hours of the notice, a cita-
tion will be issued—$65 for residential and $195 for businesses. Busi-
nesses are reminded to NOT pile the snow at sidewalk corners or block pedestrian
right-of-ways.

Exceptions: residential sidewalks located on Conn., Summit and Knowles Avenues
will be cleared by the Town,

If you are traveling during the winter months, please make arrangements before leav-
ing to have someone clear your sidewalk.

The following individuals are available, for a fee, to help with your snow re-
moval this winter:
Chris McCurry Brett McCurdy Al Lacey
240-750-5043 240-447-5921 301-922-9507

Kerisingfon

Around Town
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