
 Council Summary 

At the October 22, 2012 Town Meeting: 
· Approved Town Meeting Minutes from September 24, 2012. 
· Proclaimed November as Pulmonary Awareness Month.
· Agreed to return the State CPP grant award for the tennis court.
· Approved Option 4 of Phase II Intersection Improvement at Montgomery Avenue and Kensington Parkway.
· Discussed improving communications in Town.
· Agreed to draft an agreement to allow construction in the storm drain easement at 10714 St. Paul Street.
·  Approved Resolution R-25-2012 to restore a single polling location for the Town.

· Approved Resolution R-26-2012 to support wine and beer tastings for Class A license holders.
· Held a closed session to discuss a legal issue with respect to code enforcement with the Town Attorney. 

October 22, 2012 

Town Meeting 7:05 p.m. 
Mayor Fosselman, Council Members Barch, Furman, McMullen, and Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-Treasurer Engels, Assistant Town Manager Hoffman, and Town Attorney Suellen Ferguson were present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a Moment of Silence observed for the Mayor’s father who had open heart surgery and Sharon Roelvink who passed away.
From the Mayor & Town Council –The Mayor reported he attended the Town Picnic, which 150 people attended; thanked all volunteers including Barrie Carr, Susan Gerson,   Al Lacey, Katie Rangos, Stowe Teti, Judy Beach-Uhlman, Detta Voesar, Council Members Furman and Thompson, Jason Swain, Curtis from Mid Atlantic Professional DJ Association, the Kensington Volunteer Fire Department, and St. Paul’s Church; the first phase of ornamental tree lights has been completed on Howard Avenue; attended the opening of St Paul’s Church Pumpkin Patch; was a host at the 40th Anniversary of Interfaith Works; and attended the Fall MML Conference in Hagerstown, which included a beneficial session on social networking.
Council Member Thompson attended the MML Fall Conference and Town Picnic.  
Council Member Furman attended the October 9th County Council Hearing on the Zoning Text Amendment, which passed; attended the Town Picnic; and announced the next Design Guidelines Task Force meeting will be meeting on Tuesday, October 30th at 7 p.m. 

The Mayor read a proclamation designating November as Pulmonary Awareness Month. Alex Fupse was present and spoke about pulmonary hypertension.
The Mayor and Council discussed the on-site tennis court meeting held on September 29th.  The Mayor stated the majority in attendance were opposed to the tennis court; however there were a few Residents supportive of the court.  The Mayor explained the grant is restricted to a tennis court within the Town boundaries and has a three year time limit.  He stated one option would be to hold the grant for the three years to see if a suitable location becomes available from a revitalization project.
Mark Wegner thanked the Council for the on-site meeting and stated he was not necessarily opposed to a tennis court but to the location; Darin Bartram suggested an open design for the tennis court which would be less intrusive and stated a tennis court would support another demographic in Town;  Leslie Olson spoke in opposition to the tennis court and its maintenance, noted the backstop at the park is in need of repair, and questioned whether the grant could be used to repair the courts outside of Town; and Chris Bruch spoke in opposition to the tennis court and stated there was not enough demand over competing uses.  After discussion of whether there was an appropriate location or need for the court, the Council concurred to notify the State that the Town would not be using the awarded grant.  See Council Actions.

Phase II of the Intersection Improvement for Montgomery Avenue at Kensington Parkway was discussed. The Mayor explained the Council agreed to complete this project in two phases and the importance of completing Phase II for traffic calming and pedestrian safety. The Council noted existing drainage problems with the intersection, poor lighting, and confusing street name signage, which also needs to be addressed within the project. Arlene Antonicelli and Dennis Kilcullen spoke in support of Option 4 for the intersection improvement; and Chris Bruch spoke in support of the project and noted it was similar to the successful Armory Avenue reconfiguration.  Council Member McMullen noted the only concern is additional funding for the project. Town Manager Daily explained $40,000 has already been approved in the Capital Expenditure Budget and additional funds will have to be added in the Fiscal Year 2014 Budget.  The Council concurred to move forward with Option 4, once funding is determined.

Council Member Furman discussed current Town communication and the importance of improving communication with Residents.  She stated when the Town’s new website is up, the Town will have the ability to send constant contact messages; suggested working with Maier Warner on a new map for the Town similar to what other cities have done by showing businesses, parking, recreation areas, restrooms, etc; and suggested a dedicated person, such as a communication intern, be hired to enhance communication efforts in the Town.
Kris Warner and Kariann Zentz, of Maier Warner Public Relations, spoke on their communication efforts with Explore Kensington and Eblasts, and stated they can solicit pricing or design artwork for the map Council Member Furman suggested.
The date of the Tree and Menorah Lighting was set for December 9th.
Public Appearances - Sabina Emerson questioned whether a permit was issued for the noncompliant fire house sign; expressed concern over signs worn or carried by people; questioned how code enforcement was being handled; and questioned the reason for construction drums at Howard and Armory.  The Mayor stated the fire house sign was being addressed; the Town Attorney will research if any authority exists over signs worn or carried by people; Assistant Town Manager Hoffman is performing code enforcement duties as required; and construction drums are an interim measure until the jog in the curb is properly marked.
From the Town Manager and Staff – Town Attorney Ferguson explained the storm drain easement at 10714 St. Paul Street and the request from the Gray’s attorney for the Town to allow the proposed porch to be constructed.  Town Attorney Ferguson stated an agreement would have to be recorded to indemnify the Town for any property damage and to allow for removal of the structure by the owner or by the Town at the owner’s expense, if maintenance of the storm drain is needed.  The Council concurred to have Town Attorney Ferguson draft an agreement for review.
Town Attorney Ferguson stated the State Ethics Commission will be considering whether to continue the Town’s full exemption from Subtitle 8 of the Maryland Public Ethics Law on October 25th.  She will attend the meeting along with the Town Manager.
Ordinances, Resolutions, and Regulations – Resolution R-26-2012 to support an amendment to allow wine and beer tastings to off-sale Class A license holders was discussed.  The Council also discussed the request from Old Town Market to allow refrigeration and the sale of singles. Rob Cooper, owner of Old Town Market, spoke in support of selling craft beer singles.  The Council concurred to take only incremental steps on any alcohol legislation and support the resolution as written for beer and wine tastings.  Resolution R-25-2012 to restore a single polling location for the Town of Kensington was discussed and supported. See Council Actions.  The Council thanked Delegate Carr for pursuing this for the Town.
A Closed Session was held. See Attached Closed Meeting Form.

Council Actions: 

Council Member Barch moved to approve the minutes from the September 24, 2012 Town Meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Council Member Thompson moved to return the Community Parks and Playground award for a tennis court explaining the original site chosen for the tennis court had a storm drain problem and the Town does not have an alternative location at this time.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Barch moved to approve Option 4 of Phase II of the Intersection Improvement at Montgomery and Kensington Parkway with the provision of finding adequate funding for the project.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council Member McMullen moved to approve Resolution R-26-2012 as written to support an amendment to Section 8-216 of Article 2B, Alcoholic Beverages Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, to allow wine and beer tastings.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Barch moved to adopt Resolution R-25-2012 to request the Montgomery County Delegation of the Maryland General Assembly to introduce MC 1-13 to restore a single polling location for the Town of Kensington and to request the Board of Education and Board of Elections support MC 1-13. The motion passed unanimously.
Council Member Thompson moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 p.m. The motion passed unanimously. 
Council Member Thompson moved to enter a closed session for the purposes of consulting with the Town Attorney on a legal item with respect to code enforcement and to indicate they will not be coming back to an open session.  The motion passed unanimously.
