
Council Summary

At the March 26, 2012 Town Meeting:

· Jack Gaffey was sworn in to the Ethics Commission.

· Supported the ZTA 12-06 regarding transit proximity.

· Approved Facility User Permits.

· Introduced FY 2013 Budget and set the Public Hearing for April 23, 2012.

· Approved Resolution R-15-2012 confirming appointments to Board of Supervisors of Elections.
March 26, 2012

Town Meeting 7:10 p.m. 

Mayor Fosselman, Council Members Barch, Sullivan, and Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-Treasurer Engels, and Assistant Town Manager Hoffman were present.  Council Member McMullen was necessarily absent. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a Moment of Silence observed.

Council Member Sullivan read a statement announcing she will not be seeking reelection in the upcoming election to refocus on her family; she stated she will continue to work on issues of fairness and accountability at the County wide level especially with development and land use; she is proud of significant changes made to improving the Sector Plan; she encouraged others to run for Council; and she requested the Town pass the State Ethics Law, disband the Revitalization Committee, and change the Charter to require a two year residency requirement for elected officials. 

Council Member Thompson thanked Council Member Sullivan for her service; reported he attended the Sector Plan Hearing, he was happy to see it come to a conclusion so the Town can move forward; and he will be implementing Traffic Committee suggestions and placing cones to discourage cut through traffic at St. Paul, Lexington, and Perry. 

The Mayor reported he attended the MML Annual Meeting with the County Council, the restoration of highway user fees was discussed, he encouraged Residents to contact the Delegation to let them know the importance of highway user fees to municipalities; on March 20th the Sector Plan passed 8 to 1, the heights and densities the Town requested were approved, he appreciates all the efforts from Residents, Council, Staff, and Park and Planning, and looks forward to potential development; and had “Coffee with The Mayor”, topics discussed were the Sector Plan, the new parking lot, the lights on Howard Avenue, the poor condition of our Post Office, expanding the Farmers Market, closing Howard Avenue to expand the Farmers Market, and banners on Howard Avenue.

The Mayor swore in Jack Gaffey to the Ethics Commission.

The Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) No. 12-06, which amends the CR Zones for transit proximity to exclude a site that is within one mile of a MARC station and that is more than one mile from any other transit station serving a dedicated fixed path transit facility, was discussed.

Jeff Zyontz, from Montgomery County, and Fred Boyd, from Park and Planning were present.  Mr. Zyontz explained the purpose of the amendment is to remove the reduction in public benefits required for being close to a MARC station and change parking requirements. He provided a handout with tables of the reductions; the public hearing will be on April 10th. 

The Mayor stated Council Member McMullen, who was not present, does not support the ZTA but would support a compromise between the existing language and the ZTA.

Council Member Barch stated he did not support the ZTA because it will make development less likely and more expensive in Town.

Council Member Sullivan stated she supported the ZTA, MARC is not Metro, adjustments are needed for the parking requirements, the PHED Committee originally supported this, it will provide more public benefits, and it will not make it more expensive to develop. 

Residents, Barry Peoples, Stowe Teti, Steve Cohen, Jack Gaffey, and Barbara Scharman spoke in support of the ZTA.

Council Member Thompson stated that he supports the ZTA amendment and agrees with Mr. Teti on the importance of preserving amenities and quality of development.

Duane Rollins questioned whether a developer could provide additional parking on the north side of Howard Avenue along the tracks as an amenity.  Town Manager Daily explained it may not be feasible due to removal of the wall and limited space.

Town Manager Daily presented a parking study to the Council which shows there are vacant spaces throughout Town and the spaces restricted to four hours are not being used.  

In Public Appearances, Martha Deale questioned the reason for the change in polling places; Jack Gaffey spoke on the importance of retaining businesses and attracting a better mix of businesses; TJ O’Malley, in reference to the comment from the Mayor he cited at the last Town Meeting, played an audio from the July 2009 Town Meeting in which the Mayor stated four stories was high enough, Mr. O’Malley stated a month after the statement the Town passed a resolution that height should not exceed six stories; and Duane Rollins reported a streetlight out on Dupont Avenue.

The Mayor explained the change in polling location was due to congressional and county elections and there was no change in polling location for Town elections; in reference to Mr. O’Malley’s comment, he stated he does not have a vote and did not vote on the height in the Sector Plan, the Council at the time voted and approved the height; he also stated the height of a story can be 10 to 18 feet depending on whether the property is used for residential, office, or retail and if you calculate it, the number of stories he stated equals the height supported by the Sector Plan.

Town Manager Daily presented the Facility Use Agreements, per Resolution R-07-2012, for the Washington Bridge League, the British Players, Kensington Arts Theater, and the Kensington Historical Society for Council approval.  See Council Actions.

The Fiscal Year 2013 Budget was introduced.  A Public Hearing will be held on April 23rd.

The Mayor appointed Spencer Harrill, Jenny Smith, and Robin Watson to the Board of Supervisors of Elections.

Council Actions:
Council Member Barch moved to approve the minutes from the March 14, 2012 Town Meeting. The motion failed.

Council Member Thompson moved to support the ZTA Amendment 12-06 proposed by the County.  The motion passed 2 to 1.  Council Member Barch opposed the motion.

Council Member Thompson moved to approve the Facility Use Permits for the Washington Bridge League, the British Players, Kensington Arts Theater, and the Kensington Historical Society.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Barch moved to introduce Ordinance No. O-02-2012 to adopt the Town Operating and Capital Budget for Fiscal Year 2013, levying a tax on all assessable property, and to set the Public Hearing date for April 23, 2012.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council Member Sullivan moved to approve Resolution R-15-2012 to confirm the Mayor’s appointments of Spencer Harrill, Jenny Smith, and Robin Watson to the Board of Supervisors of Elections.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Barch moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.
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