
Council Summary

At the June 11, 2012 Town Meeting:

· Approved Town Meeting Minutes from May 14, 2012.
· Supported Park and Planning’s Staff Recommendations for Credits for Level Three Transit Proximity for MARC.
· Requested the County address storm water, traffic, and environmental concerns for the Costco Gas Station.
June 11, 2012

Town Meeting 7:02 p.m. 

Mayor Fosselman, Council Members McMullen, Sullivan, and Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-Treasurer Engels, and Assistant Town Manager Hoffman were present. Council Member Barch was necessarily absent. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a Moment of Silence observed.  The Mayor commended the KVFD for the professional response to the fire at the Kensington House and was grateful there were no injuries.
The Mayor, Council Member McMullen, and Tracey Furman were congratulated; candidates Glenn Cowan and Stowe Teti were thanked for their willingness to serve; and Council Member Sullivan was thanked for her service to the Town and was encouraged by the Mayor to continue to participate as a Resident. 
The Mayor clarified issues related to the Sector Plan that came up during the campaign; stated all Town Committees are open and he will be sending a letter to every Committee member to determine if they are still interested in serving, any open seats will be filled after reviewing interests and qualifications; Jill McCory from Leadership Outfitters, also a Town Resident has offered to hold a pro bono session for the Council on decision making, which could be held in the fall; paperwork is being finalized for the pending state grant for Silver Creek flooding; improvements to Knowles Avenue are being made by SHA; police patrols have been increased; designs for a Howard Avenue Park sign, sketched by Jason Swain, will be in the July newsletter for Residents to vote on; Summit Avenue improvements are complete; and speed humps have been reinstalled on Kent Street.

Council Member Sullivan reported she attended the Planning Board Transit Task Force Meeting which talked about rapid transit vehicles (formerly bus rapid transit), noted there are concerns about cost and funding, one proposal is special taxing district; attended discussion and fully supports ZTA 12-07 regarding the Costco gas station; and attended meetings on accessory apartments, in which the County wants to have by right instead of special exception, she stated the special exception process should be corrected instead of eliminated.
Council Member McMullen stated the election was a nice gathering of the community and he would like to organize more Town wide events; will find out if any help is needed for Residents displaced from the fire at Kensington House, reminded Residents to be careful for children since school is out; and noted the Kent Street speed bumps still need to be marked.
Council Member Thompson expressed concern over the County Executive’s budget which removed overtime funding for Kensington, BCC, and Wheaton Fire Stations, which he stated will result in a tragedy, as all three stations will be understaffed at critical times; attended the Memorial Day Service at Ernest Park; will be organizing a team to participate in a kickball contest with the Fire Department at St. Paul Park in July; the Traffic Committee met and received a response from the Attorney General that local traffic only signs can mean whatever the municipality designates, he suggested an ordinance be written on this; purchased cones and will be trying them on Lexington, Perry, and St. Paul streets to discourage cut thru traffic; discussed having grass planted in the gravel/rock area between curb and sidewalk at the new parking lot;  noted parking permits are in use; and he will be attending the annual MML conference.
ZTA 12-06, which amends the definition of transit proximity to exclude project sites which are within one mile of a MARC station was discussed.  Fred Boyd, from MNCPPC, and Jeff Zyontz from the County Council Staff, were present for questions.  The Mayor stated the Council, at the last meeting, supported some credit for MARC, and tonight’s discussion was to determine the amount of credit; the handout provided shows two recommendations for level three (3) credits proposed by Park and Planning and Bill Kominers, a local land use attorney; and Council Member Barch, who was not present, does not support ZTA 12-06, but supports the approved Sector Plan which gives MARC credit at a level two (2). Council Member Sullivan stated she supports ZTA 12-06, MARC was never intended to be transit proximity, additional incentive is not needed, and every point given to developers is less public amenities. Residents and Non Residents commented on ZTA 12-06. The Council discussed the impact of bus rapid transit which would change credits to a level two and theoretically negate the currently proposed ZTA. The Council supported Park and Planning’s recommendation of credits of 5 for adjacent & confronting, 2.5 for within ¼ mile, and 0 for between ¼ and 1 mile.  See Council Actions.  
A discussion was held on the Costco gas station proposed for the Wheaton Westfield Shopping Center and ZTA 12-07.  Pat Harris, from Lerch, Early, & Brewer, and Erich Brann, Director of Real Estate Development for Costco, were present and discussed the proposed gas station and answered questions.  Residents and Non-Residents commented on the gas station.  Elena Sheveiko from Kensington Heights spoke on concerns of her community.  Council Member Sullivan stated she does not support the gas station. Council Members McMullen and Thompson concurred not to take a position on the gas station; but send a letter from the Mayor requesting environmental and traffic concerns be addressed. See Council Actions.

Town Manager Daily reported, in response to the Ethics Commission request, ethics training is available at MML conferences, LGIT, ICMA and the state ethics commission is working on developing a program for municipal officials; he will contact ICMA to see if someone may come and provide training; he stated the proposed tennis court, funded by a state grant, would have to be placed on the northern part of St. Paul Park instead of by the horseshoe pits because of a storm drain inlet, this would not interfere with the regulation size of the baseball or soccer field; and WSSC will be renovating water lines on N. Kensington Parkway.

Julie O’Malley suggested circulating a sketch of the location of the proposed tennis court.
In Public Appearances, Lorri Simmons stated only one person was relocated because of the fire at Kensington House; and Sabina Emerson requested an upcoming agenda address what can be done about people wearing and carrying signs in the public right of way; and stated there are broken signs around Town that need to be repaired including the canopy at the Liberty Gas Station.
Future Agenda items noted were the Rapid Transit Vehicle and fire service changes.   The organizational meeting of Mayor and Council was announced and will be on July 2nd at 7 p.m. followed by the Town Meeting.
Council Actions:
Council Member McMullen moved to approve the minutes from the May 14, 2012 Town Meeting.  The motion passed 2 to 0.  Council Member Sullivan abstained.
Council Member McMullen moved to adopt the level three credits for transit proximity for MARC within the CRT Zones as proposed by Park and Planning, which are 5 for adjacent and confronting, 2.5 for within ¼ mile, and 0 for ¼ to 1 mile and requested the Mayor write a letter to the County Council apprising them of this position.  The motion passed 2 to 1.  Council Member Sullivan opposed the motion.
Council Member Thompson moved to instruct the Mayor to write a letter to the County expressing the Town’s concerns with reference to the proposed Costco gas station, specifically environmental issues having to do with storm water management for Silver Creek, air quality, requesting a traffic study for the immediate area including intersections in the Town, and any other concerns that may be raised by citizens.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Sullivan moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:44 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.
