
Council Summary

At the January 30, 2012 Special Town Meeting:

· Approved Town Meeting Minutes from January 17, 2012.

· Adopted Resolution R-04-2012 confirming appointments of David Weeda and Jack Gaffey to the Ethics Commission. 

· Adopted Resolution R-05-2012 as amended expressing continued support for the revised Kensington Sector Plan (June, 2011) and requesting certain minor amendments.

· Adopted Resolution R-06-2012 opposing further reduction in FAR, Height, or other changes in the Sector Plan that can affect incentive to redevelop.
January 30, 2012

Special Town Meeting 8:05 p.m. 

Mayor Fosselman, Council Members Barch, McMullen, Sullivan and Thompson, Town Attorney Ferguson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-Treasurer Engels and Assistant Town Manager Hoffman were present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

David Weeda was appointed to the Ethics Commission to fill the unexpired term of Linda Silberg who resigned, due to moving out of Town; and Jack Gaffey was reappointed to the Ethics Commission.  The Mayor swore in David Weeda.
Resolution No. R-05-2012 expressing continued support for the Revised Kensington Sector Plan (June 2011) and requesting certain minor amendments was discussed.  The Mayor explained at the last meeting Marlene Michaelson, Senior Legislative Analyst for the County Council, and Fred Boyd, Planner for MNCPPC, went over the proposed changes to the Sector Plan and this Resolution is to support those changes.

The Mayor noted, for the record, two issues brought to attention by Residents, the Schlesinger property has special exceptions and the neighborhood has requested the special exception be enforced after the property is rezoned to CRT; and a letter was received from Patricia Harris, attorney for the Kensington Shopping Center, requesting language pertaining to green space west of Connecticut Avenue be eliminated.  Ms. Michaelson, was present and explained in reference to the Kensington Shopping Center, the word public use space was inadvertently replaced with green space on the chart, technically they have different meanings, and the word will be changed back to public use space, the public use space may not be on Connecticut Avenue but somewhere else on the site and will be decided when development occurs.

Town Attorney Ferguson arrived.

The Mayor also noted Ms. Michaelson corrected typographical errors that were made on her chart, the height of 8a and 8b now reads correctly, H45.

Council Member Barch suggested removing the language relating to Konterra in order to have a unanimous vote on the Resolution.  He stated exploring additional height for Konterra was already supported in a prior resolution and doesn’t need to be restated.  He also suggested changing the wording in the Resolution to use the word “concepts” instead of “changes” since the exact language has not been seen.

Council Member Sullivan stated she had sent the Mayor and Council an alternative resolution similar to what Council Member Barch suggested in order to send a unanimous decision to the County Council.  She stated in her alternative resolution she removed the language relating to Konterra and the language stating the Council does not support any further reduction in FAR and height; and she added language supporting compatibility with adjoining single family homes. She also stated she prepared a separate resolution for the Council on exploring additional height for Konterra. 

Council Member Barch stated a separate resolution was not needed for Konterra since exploring additional height for Konterra had already been supported in last week’s resolution (No. R-03-2012).

Council Member McMullen supported changing the Resolution to have full support of the County Council Staff’s changes and not adding additional clauses.

Council Member Thompson and Barch supported keeping the specific language relating to opposing any reduction in FAR and height in the Resolution.  Council Member Sullivan stated she could support a more general statement saying the Council does not support other changes in the Sector Plan that can affect incentive to redevelop in Town.  

After discussion, Town Attorney Ferguson read the originally prepared Resolution R-05-2012 as amended to remove language relating to Konterra, to use the word “concepts” instead of “changes” and to change the 5th Whereas clause to state the Council does not support any further changes in the Sector Plan that can affect incentive to redevelop in the Town.  See Council Actions.

Council Actions:
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes from the January 17, 2012 Town Meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member McMullen moved to approve Resolution R-04-2012 to confirm appointments made by the Mayor to the Town Ethics Commission of David Weeda, to fill the unexpired term of Linda Silberg for one year, and Jack Gaffey for a two year term.  The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Sullivan moved to approve her alternative resolution, which she read, expressing general support of the County Council Staff changes from January 13, 2012.  The motion did not pass 0-4. The Council decided to amend the Resolution, R-05-2012  to support the general concepts from County Council Staff and to have a separate resolution to specify the type of further reductions not supported.  

Council Member McMullen moved to approve Resolution R-05-2012 as amended, read by  Town Attorney Ferguson,  to change the fourth Whereas, fifth Whereas, and Now Therefore Be it Resolved clauses to read “Whereas, the Council supports the Sector  Plan with the concepts proposed by the County Council staff.  The Council urges the PHED Committee to adopt the proposed concepts in its recommendation to the full Council; and Whereas, the Council does not support any further changes in the Sector Plan that can affect incentive to redevelop in the Town.  Now Therefore Be it Resolved that the Council of the Town of Kensington supports the revised Sector Plan (June 2011) with the concepts proposed by the County Council staff, as more particularly set out in the attached Memorandum dated January 13, 2012 and table, marked as Exhibit A.  The Council requests that the PHED Committee approve the Sector Plan with the proposed concepts recommended by the County Council Staff in its recommendation to the full Council.”   The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member McMullen moved to approve a new resolution to oppose further reduction in FAR, height, or other changes in the Sector Plan that can affect incentive to redevelop in Town.  Town Attorney Ferguson clarified this would be the Now Therefore Be it Resolved clause.  The motion passed 3 to 1. Council Member Sullivan voted against the motion. The Resolution was subsequently numbered R-06-2012.

Council Member McMullen moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.
