
Council Summary

At the April 9, 2012 Town Meeting:

· Approved Town Meeting Minutes from March 14 and March 26, 2012.
· Reconsidered ZTA 12-06 and requested the Planning and County Staff provide values and rationale for a level 3 for MARC.
· Approved Resolution R-16-2012 transferring funds within the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget.
April 9, 2012

Town Meeting 7:05 p.m. 

Mayor Fosselman, Council Members Barch, McMullen, Sullivan, and Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-Treasurer Engels, and Assistant Town Manager Hoffman were present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a Moment of Silence observed for Mary Jane Zusy.

Council Member Barch corrected a statement from a prior meeting in which he stated Fred Boyd had reached a conclusion on the Mayor’s properties when in fact Fred Boyd had not reached a conclusion.

Council Member McMullen reminded Residents the Budget Public Hearing will be on April 23rd.
Council Member Sullivan stated she testified at the Planning Board in support of two ZTA’s to the CR Zones, 12-06 and 12-05; there is a pilot study to allow minor amendments to sector plans which she will be watching to make sure they are only minor amendments and a process is followed; and Rock Creek Hills Park was chosen by the Board of Education as the middle school site which she opposes.
The Mayor reported he attended  a reception at the Kensington Park Facility retirement community; Sean Gaiser will be opening a new facility, Foundation Gallery and Live Room, on Howard Avenue which will have entertainment and recitals; and he just got back from a trip to eastern Europe, he was chosen to speak on behalf of Maryland and Maryland municipalities on economic development and consensus building which was funded by a grant from entities associated with the State Department, he thanked U.S. Ambassador Foley of Croatia and U.S. Ambassador Brown of Montenegro for hosting his trip.
The Council discussed reconsideration of support for Zoning Text Amendment 12-06  which amends the CR Zones for transit proximity to exclude a site that is within one mile of a MARC station and more than one mile from any other transit station serving a dedicated fixed path transit facility. The Mayor clarified ZTA 12-06 does not give or take away density or height which is already set in the mapping of the Sector Plan. 
Council Member Thompson stated he requested reconsideration of the Town’s support for ZTA 12-06 made at the prior meeting because Council Member McMullen was not present and the ZTA 12-06 as written is flawed because it perceives no value for the MARC station. 
Council Member Barch stated he does not support the ZTA 12-06;   development needs to be economically feasible; and suggested a compromise to allow some credit for MARC.
Council Member Sullivan stated she supports ZTA 12-06 because MARC should not be given credit when it has a fraction of transit use of Metro, she stated if MARC is given credit it takes away public benefits to the community and allows developers to more easily meet the maximum density under the zone; she also stated she does not support municipal shared parking until it is defined; and submitted her testimony to the County Council in support of ZTA 12-06 for the record.

Council Member McMullen stated MARC should not have the full benefit of Metro, but should be given some benefit because it fits within the definition of transit proximity.

Jack Gaffey, Julie O’Malley, Gail Dalferes (not a Town Resident),  Stowe Teti, Eleanor  Duckett (not a Town Resident), Barry Peoples,  Lorri Simmons, Barbara Scharman, Dave Conaway (not a Town Resident) and Lara Akinbami (not a Town Resident) spoke in support of the ZTA 12-06.
Duane Rollins and Darin Bartram spoke in opposition to ZTA 12-06.  Bill Kominers, representing the property owners of Antique Village, spoke in opposition to ZTA 12-06 and Raquel Montenegro, representing property owners on Metropolitan Avenue, spoke in opposition to ZTA 12-06.

Claudia Kaplan expressed concern over the Council reconsidering a previous position.  
Tracey Furman noted municipal shared parking is already occurring in Town.
Barbara Scharman stated it was important to have proper signs to indicate public parking to help businesses.
The Council discussed that if ZTA 12-06 is approved MARC will have no value and if not approved it would revert back to ZTA 11-01 in which MARC would be treated the same as Metro. Council Members Thompson, McMullen, and Barch agreed MARC should not be equal to Metro but should have some benefit and suggested obtaining professional guidance from the County and Planning Staff Members to determine the criteria for an additional level 3 for MARC.  See Council Actions.
In Public Appearances: Lorri Simmons requested the status of needed repairs to the Frederick Avenue Bridge; Julie O’Malley requested a report from the Tree Committee, how much was spent on tree planting, and stated there were areas trees needed to be planted;  Duane Rollins requested increased police enforcement in the mornings for violations of the time restrictions on St. Paul and Lexington; Alice Kessler requested the four hour spaces at Howard and Fawcett Street be enforced and requested banners to draw attention to Howard Avenue businesses; and John Morris requested additional signage for the four hour spaces.
The Mayor stated the Tree Committee was disbanded because of the new State law, there is a list of trees permitted by the State which Residents may pick their choice of tree, and suggested Ms. O’Malley make a list for the Town of specific areas that she feels trees are needed; and Town Manager Daily suggested cameras could be looked into to enforce time restrictions.
Town Manger Daily reviewed parking space allocation and permit parking policy in the Town lots; presented a parking survey which shows approximately 44 to 48% spaces vacant; and suggested issuing annual permits for a fee for some of the four hour spaces. 
Town Manager Daily discussed Resolution R-16-2012 to transfer $20,000 within the Fiscal Year 2012 Budget due to cost overruns on the parking lot and increased legal fees.  

Council Actions:
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes from the March 14, 2012 Town Meeting. Council Member Sullivan requested the language, “The Mayor had to interrupt Mr. O’Malley and ask him to cease yelling at the Council Members.” in the March 14, 2012 minutes be removed because it was inflammatory and petty.  Council Member Thompson stated it reflects the actual events at the meeting. The minutes were approved without removing the language. The motion passed 3 to 1.  Council Member Sullivan opposed the motion.
Council Member Barch moved to approve the minutes from the March 26, 2012 Town Meeting.  The motion passed 3 to 0.  Council Member McMullen abstained because he was not present.
Council Member Thompson moved to reconsider the Town’s position from March 26th Town Meeting to support the ZTA 12-06.  The motion passed 3 to 1.  Council Member Sullivan opposed the motion.

Council Member McMullen moved to direct the Mayor to write a letter to both the Park and Planning and County Council Staffs advising them the Town has reconsidered support of ZTA 12-06, asking for their opinion as to appropriate values for a level three transit proximity value for MARC, and requesting they provide the Town with rationale of how they reached the values for the Town’s further consideration.  The motion passed 3 to 1.  Council Member Sullivan opposed the motion.

Council Member Barch moved to approve Resolution R-16-2012 authorizing the Town Manager to transfer funds of $20,000 within the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Budget. The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member Barch moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.
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