
Council Summary

At the April 23, 2012 Town Meeting:

· Approved Town Meeting Minutes from April 9, 2012.
· Approved Resolution R-17-2012 establishing 4 hour except by permit spaces in certain Town parking lots.
· Held the Public Hearing on the Fiscal Year 2013 Budget and held the record open until the close of business on May 11th.
April 23, 2012

Town Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Fosselman, Council Members Barch, McMullen, and Thompson, Town Manager Daily, Clerk-Treasurer Engels, and Assistant Town Manager Hoffman were present.  Council Member Sullivan was necessarily absent.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and a Moment of Silence observed for Daisy Whittemore’s parents, Helen and Reed Whittemore.
The Mayor thanked Elisenda Sola-Sole and all her volunteers for the Day of the Book Festival, thanked Harley Higgins for the recent document on Town history;  noted the crosswalks and stop bars in Town have been painted; thanked the Town Ethics Commission for their time spent working on ethics issues and establishing an ethics procedure; attended the Noyes Library Fundraiser and thanked the Noyes Library Committee;  attended the Grace Episcopal School Auction; and announced he will be running for a 4th term as Mayor.
Council Member McMullen commended the Town Crew under Jason Swain’s leadership for how well the Town looks; he stated the Town budget is much clearer then prior years; and he would like to continue to work with the Town Manager on longer range planning in the budget.
Council Member Thompson attended the Noyes Library Fundraiser, requested the staff continue pursuing SHA for the curb cut needed on Plyers Mill Road, and requested traffic cones be purchased for use on time restricted streets.
In Public Appearances, Jack Gaffey thanked Elisenda Sola-Sole and Al Lacey for the  Day of the Book Festival and noted the importance of having a viable business district; Elisenda Sola-Sole and Al Lacey thanked each other, the Town, volunteers, and sponsors for the Day of the Book Festival; Diane St. Clair suggested forming a grant committee to work on grants for the Town; and Julie O’Malley questioned whether there was a tree protection plan for street trees during construction and noted her concern about the tree on Frederick Avenue. 
Town Manager Daily discussed Resolution R-17-2012 to designate approximately half of the four hour parking spaces to four hour, except by permit.  Based on parking surveys, he recommended issuing annual parking permits for $180 for up to 15 spaces at the 10450 Metropolitan lot, for up to 8 spaces along the south side of the railroad tracks and for up to 11 spaces at the 10524 Kensington Parkway lot.   Residents would be allowed to park in the spaces with residential parking permits.

Julie O’Malley suggested finding unique parking signs for the Town; Duane Rollins suggested adding language to allow the Town to cancel permits if the Town’s needs change and questioned enforcement; John Morris shared the new draft MARC schedule, which shows two additional trains and suggested signage for merchant parking; and Elisenda Sola-Sole stated parking behind the yellow building cannot be used because it is private parking.
Town Manager Daily stated that if circumstances change, the permit would not be renewed. Council Member McMullen suggested adding language in the parking permit agreements to address this.
Town Manager Daily stated he is waiting for guidance from the Town Attorney on the storm drain easement at 10714 St. Paul Street and he received the bridge report for Frederick Avenue, which shows approximately $30,000 worth of maintenance needed including guard rails approaching the concrete wing walls.

A Public Hearing on the Fiscal Year 2013 Budget was held.  Town Manager Daily stated the tax rate, except for the utility rate, was kept the same, funds were added to CIP budget, $15,000 was put in commercial revitalization for work on the Design Guidelines and $15,000 was put in contingency non-departmental.  The Mayor stated the proposed budget leaves an appropriate amount of approximately $500,000 in the unreserved surplus, suggested adding $500 in for the Day of the Book Event, and questioned whether Council Members (only) compensation should be increased.
Elisenda Sola-Sole suggested funds be put in the budget to encourage others to start similar community events like Day of the Book. Julie O’Malley stated a new wooden sign was needed for Howard Avenue Park and questioned why the detailed fiscal year 2012 budget is different from the original budget adopted last year.  Town Manager Daily explained the adopted general government and public works amounts did not change, but some line items in the public works detailed budget were changed for hiring the public works supervisor.  Council Member McMullen recommended holding the record open until May 11th.  See Council Actions.
Council Member Thompson informed Residents of a potential concern.  He explained the County Executive has proposed reducing overtime at Kensington Station 5, Wheaton Rescue Squad, and BCC Rescue Squad which would leave three close stations understaffed during two critical hours per day.
Council Actions:
Council Member Thompson moved to approve the minutes from the April 9, 2012 Town Meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council Member McMullen moved to approve Resolution No. R-17-2012 authorizing the Town Manager to establish four hour, except by permit spaces in certain Town parking lots. The motion passed unanimously.

Council Member McMullen moved to hold the record open on the Public Hearing for the Fiscal Year 2013 Budget until May 11th at the close of business. The motion passed unanimously.
Council Member Barch moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. The motion passed unanimously.
